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OF REPRESENT A- 
TIVES. 
The Senate having maintained a con- 
siderable distance in advance of the 
House, in the despatch of business, du- 
ring the whole Session, all the important 
bills had their origin and first discussion 
in the former body. It will, therefore, be 
unnecessary for us, in exhibiting a com- 
xendious general view efthe history of the 
-_ Session in the House, to repeat the 
same arguments on the opposite sides of 
the several measures, of which asuflicient 
account has been already given. The 
debates in the Serate were so full and 
powerful, as to have left but little to be 
added by the numerous speakers in the 
lower House, who afterwards, in discus- 
sing the same subjects, had only to travel 
over the same general grounds. ‘The de- 
bates in the latter body also were signally 
distinguished for their eloquence and 
force; though those acquainted with its 
constitution will not be surprised by the 
remark, that all the countless speeches 
made, when analysed down to their sub- 
stantial points of argument, present 
merely a repetition, indefinitely multiplied, 
and diversified with brilliant and vehe- 
ment tirades of party declamation, of the 
arguments first adduced by the earliest 
speakers. There was an unusual num 
ber of new members at the present Ses- 
sion, chiefly young men, replete with ar- 
dor and high party excitement, stimula- 
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ted by the extraordinary character of the 
times. Such elements it was impossible 
to restrain, and accordingly the House 
was deluged with a flood of debate, of a 
very desultory character, of which, how- 
ever eloquent and elegant in so many 
cases, it is manifestly impossible to take 
any more particular notice within our 
present limits.* 

As in the Senate, the Standing Com- 
mittees were appointed as usual, though 
that of Ways and Means, (Messrs. Cam- 
breleng, McKim, Owens, Sergeant, Ha- 
mer, Jones, of Va., Fletcher, of Mass., Ath- 
erton and Rhett),—that on the Judi- 
ciary (Messrs. Thomas, Robertson, Tou- 
cey, Martin, Corwin, Bynum, Garland, 
of Va., Hoffman, and Potter), and that on 
Elections (Messrs. Buchanan, Griffin, 
Hawkins, Kilgore, Maury, Towns, Bron- 
son, Pennybacker, and Hastings) are the 
only ones which it is material to enu- 
merate. The House was not fully or- 
ganized for business, by the appointment 
of the Committees, till the 11th Sept., be- 
ing thus four days behind the Senate. A 
resolution was adopted on the same day, 
not without considerable opposition, to 
to the effect that all other business than 
the special matters embraced in the Pre- 
sident’s Message, should be postponed 
till the next Session. 

The Committee of Ways and Means 
was prompt to make up for the time al- 
ready lost by the House; and within the 





*Note.—Among the many speeches, on both sides, thus remarkably distinguished, it will not 


be deemed invidious to specify one, to which the common tribute was paid from all opinions, 


that it was atleast not surpassed by any other, whether of the present Session, or within the re- 


collection of any of the hearers, fer its rich, forcible, poetic, and scholar-like elegance of 
style,—we refer to that of Mr. Legare, of Charleston, S. C., on the Divorce Bill, Oct. 13th. 
Mr. Legare on this occasion occupied the ‘ Conservative’ position, with respect to the question 


at issue 3 and certainly, to those upon whose minds it produced no other effect than an irresisti- 


ble admiration of the genius of the orator, no more decisive argument against the soundness 
of any position could be desired, than the failure of so brilliant and powerful an effort of elo- 


quence, to maintain it— 


Si Pergama dextra 
Defendi possent, etiam hac defensa fuissent. 
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course of the week reported its proposed 
system of measures,—being substantially 
the same as that brought forward by the 
Committee on Finance of the Senate. Mr. 
Cambreleng reported the bills in the fol- 
lowing order: 

On Tuesday, the Fourth Instalment 
Postponement Bill. 

On Wednesday, the 
Bill. 

On Thursday, the Merchants’ Bonds 
Iixtension Bull. 

On ae the Divorce Bill, and the 
Deposite Bank Settlement Bill. 

And, finally, on Monday 
housing System Bill, an 
Currency Bill. 

As these several bills were regarded as 
constituting one general system of policy, 
the House waited until they were all 
spread before it, before commencing any di- 
rect action upon any of them,—producing 
of course the effect of a continued post- 
ponement of the main business of the 
Session, viz: the discussion and legislation 
upon the financial policy laid before the 
country by the Message of the Presi- 
dent. 

The week was occupied with several 
resolutions of inquiry, addressed to the 
Executive departments, chiefly in relation 
to the financial affairs of the country ; and 
certain resolutions of inquiry in relation 
to Mexico and Texas, and the North 
Eastern Boundary question, which were 
introduced by Mr. Adams (see page 
56 ); and the whole of Wednesday was 
consumed in an animated debate, on the 
subject of Texas, to which they gave 
rise. Thursday and Friday were devo- 
ted to the business of amending the Rules 
and Orders of the House; after which it 
adjourned over to Monday. 

ithin this week several skirmishing 
encounters of the parties took place, but the 
campaign of the Session could scarcely 
be saidto be yetopened; thoughthere was 
every indication of a high and earnest 
spirit on both sides, and members were 
ealously engaged in preparing for the 
great struggle of debate which was at 
hand. With respect to the relative posi- 
tions of the parties, our former remarks on 
that subject, (see pages 19, 20) leave little 
to be added here. The several grounds 
oceupied by them were substantially the 
same as have been described in refer- 
ence to the Senate; the only difference 
being, that the third, or the ‘Conservative,’ 
party occupied a more important position, 
as holding the balance of nwnerical power 
between the two main bodies, than in the 
Senate,—the Administration majority be- 
ing relatively much more decisive in the 
latter budy than in the House. Great 
exultation prevailed in the ee on 
the defeat of the Administration, by their 
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agency, on the election of printer. (See 
page 11.) Both parties looked to their 
course with much anxiety ; and no ~—— 
were spared, through the pres and 
through private influence, to give a de 
cided direction to their present equivocal 
and uncertain attitude. They were ur- 
gently invited by the Oppositidn to come 
over openly and fully, and by turns 
taunted, as being alre ady regarded as de- 
serters by their former friends, and lauded 
as devoted patriots, who sacrificed their 
party on the altar of their country. The 
Administration may be said to have 
awaited ina calm and determined silence, 
their decision. ‘There can be no doubt, 
that their position was one of great em 
barrassment. It was apparent, that as a 
whole the Democratic party, in very 
large majority, went fully, and with a 
very zealous spirit, with the Administra- 
tion, in its financial policy. The decisive 
committal against a National Bank, re- 
sulting out of the general history of the 
past eight years, presented an insuperable 
barrier against a complete alliance with 
the Whigs; while the invitations and 
eulogies of the latter were equally suspi- 
cious and dangerous. The general view 
of their position taken by the leading 
members of the Democratic party was, 
that those of them whose course was dic- 
tated by an honest timidity, arising out 
of misapprehension of the designs of the 
Administration and of the tendency of its 
policy, would soon yield their over-cau- 
tious scruples to the strong tide of argu- 
ment which was setting in favor of that 
policy, and to the evident decision of the 
will of the majority of theirparty ; while, 
on the other hand, the return of those 
whose motives had their origin in a less 
worthy source of personal interests, and 
subjection to the power of the banking in- 
fluence (and the presence of both these 
classes was recognized in the ‘Conserva- 
tive’ ranks) was as little to be expected 
as desired. It was not long before it be- 
came apparent, that, as a body, the ef: 
forts ofthe Whig ( )pposition to cain over 
this imports unt accession, were fruitless : 
and the language in which they were 
spoken of was accordingly soon nate 
to one of scorn, for their ‘ pusillanimity,’ 
and subserviency to party influence ; while 
the impression grew stronger from day to 
day that, before the close ofthe Session, the 
whole scheme of policy of the Adminis- 
tration would be carried successfull 
through both Houses. How far yon 
anticipations were verified remains to be 
seen. 
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It has been seen that the main debate of 
the Session, in the Senate, took place on 








1938. ] 


the Divorce Bill, after several of the other 
bills had been already passed; whilemost 
of the rest were taken up and despatched, 
with comparatively little debate, at inter- 
vals during its progress, by informally 
suspending the general orders of the day. 
In the House, it was rather on the Fourth 
Instalment Postponement Bill that the 
principal struggle took place, most of the 
regular speeches having been delivered in 
Committee of the Whole on this bill; 
though there was also much earnest and 
powerful debating on the other portions of 
the general scheme of measures, as they 
successively came up. 

The bill was taken up on Monday, the 
19th September,—it being the one which 
had been received from the Senate cn the 
preceding Friday, and reported without 
amendment by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, as being identical with their 
own bill,—and was not disposed of till the 
29th inst. The speakers by whom the de- 
bate was conducted, were: in favor, 
Messrs. Atherton, Bouldin, Cambrel- 
eng, Cushman, Duncan, Fairfield, Foster, 
Fry, Garland, of Va., Gholson, Gray, 
Hamer, Holsey, Jones, of Va., Martin, 
McKim, Parker, Patton, Pickens, Smith, 
Taylor, Towns, and Toucey,—and in op- 
position, Messrs. Adams, Bell, Bid- 
dle, Bond, Briggs, Chambers, of Ky., 
Cushing, Dawson, Ewing, Fillmore, 
Graves, Halstead, Jenifer, Loomis, ot 
Q., Johns m, of Md., Menef> Be Mercer, 
Phillips, Pope, Rariden, Rencher, Rhett, 
Robertson, Shepard (Charles), Sibley, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Underwood, 
Williams, and Wise. 

The respective lines of argument pur- 
sued by the opponents and friends of the 
bill were substantially the same as in the 
Senate, of which a sufficient account has 
already been given. The opposition to 
the postponement was perhaps somewhat 
more strenuously urged, and the debating 
took a very wide range of general party 
attack and defence. In the earlier part of 
the debate, a complicated contest of figures 
and facts took place, it being insisted 
on by several gentlemen, and especially 
by Mr. Bell, that there was really no defi- 
cit of funds in the Treasury, but a sur- 
plus, varyingin amount, according to the 
arithmetic of the calculators, up to twen- 
ty-four millions! Several of the friends 
of the bill presented statements exhibiting, 
in various modes of calculation, such a 
condition of the Treasury as made this 
bill, and the bill for the issue of Treasury 
Notes, indispensable to enable the Go- 
vernment to go on. Mr. Cambreleng’s 
statement, with the results of which the 
others agreed, exhibited not more thantwo 
millions of available funds in the Treasur 
on the first of October, and a probable def 
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cit of nine millions of the means required 
for the operations of the Government 
during the ensuing quarter of the year. 
A statement exhibited by the Treasury 
Dep’t, in obedience to a resolution of 
inquiry of Mr. Bell, exhibited a balance 
of unexpended appropriations of twenty- 
four millions. Jt was urged against the 
bill, that the necessity of its adoption 
should be obviated by curtailing these ex- 
penditures. It was replied, that an unex- 
pended appropriation was not necessarily 
so much available money in the Treasury ; 
that if they were all repealed it would 
not add a dollar to the funds on hand; 
that the estimates had already been made 
that fifteen millions of the outstanding ap- 
propriations might be postponed without 
detriment to the public interests, and that 
the estimates of the Secretary, which as- 
sumed an expenditure of nine millions 
during the ensuing quarter, were based 
on that presumption of the postponement 
of these fifteen millions. The conclusion 
was established beyond the reach of 
question, that there were no other possible 
means of making the deposite of the 
Fourth Instalment, but by the creation of a 
debt for that purpose. 

A great deal of severe invective against 
the late Administration was indulged in, 
during the course of this debate, on the 
ground of the vast increase of public ex- 
penditures which had taken place under 
it, instead of the reduction which it had 
promised the country. It did not, how- 
ever, want able defenders. Of the appro- 
priations of the last year (thirty-eight 
millions,) it was shewn that not more than 
between seventeen and eighteen millions 
were for ordinary purposes, twenty mil- 
lions and a half being appropriated for 
extraordinary objects, among which 
thirteen and half were required for the In- 
dian wars and treaties. 

Mr. Pickens, whose position and 
course in the House, in the support which 
he now gave to the policy ofthe Adminis- 
tration, were in many respects analogous 
to that of Mr. Calhoun in the Senate, in- 
troduced, early in the debate, an amend- 
ment designed to unite the views of both 
sides of the House; which was, to make 
the postponement to the “first day of 
January, 1839,” instead of being indefi- 
nite, by which time it would be seen 
whether it should be indefinite or not. 
During the progress of the debate, very 
urgent appeals were made to the House 
by Mr. Cambreleng to expedite the busi- 
ness before it; and on Monday, Sept. 25th, 
the attempt was madeto arrest the torrent 
of discussion threatened by the minorit 
opposed to the bill, and to carry it sheoneh 
the Committee of the Whole, by the ex- 
pedient of" sitting it out’ through the night, 
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and thus forcing the body to a vote.* It 
failed, however, after having been main- 
taine d till one o’elock in the mornine,—the 
motion to rise (which had been made and 
lost seven times during the course of the 
evening) being at last carried by the vote 
of 90 to 9. 

Mr. Adams, at a late hour of this even- 
ing, introduced an amendment to the 
amendment of Mr- Pickens, the object of 
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A substitute amendment, offered by Mr. 
Underwood, to the effect that the Insta}- 
ment — ae by selling the dekt 
due from the Wnited States Bank, to make 
up the deficiency of the funds now en depo- 
site with the banks, was also losi, (ayes 
81, noes 104). And thus finally the bill 
was reported from the Committee of the 
Whole to the House, without amendment, 
on Tuesday, Sept. 26th. 


The debate was continued, however, 
through Wednesday and Thursday, 
when it was closed by the motion for the 
Previous Question, by Mr. Cushman, 
which was sustained by the vote of yeas 
123, nays 102. (See Table, No. 3.) "The 
question on the third reading of the bill, 
then passed in the affirmative, b y the vote 
of yeas 119, nays 117. (See Table, No. 
But the question was not yet 


which was to appropriate all the moneys 
now due from the deposite banks, and the 
instalment of debt due from the United 
States Bank, and to pledge the public 
faith, for the positive payment of the In- 
stalment at that d: ate, viz. January Ist, 
1839. This amendment was, however, 
lost, by a vote taken on the following day, 
(ayes 89, noes 104), as was also that of } 
Mr. Pickens, (ayes 65, noesnot counted). 4.) 





* Nore.—It is here proper to explain, for the benefit of readers not familiar with the me- 


thods of procedure of the House, that, by a form of parliamentary fiction, it is accustomed to 
termed the f the Whole onthe State 


tes the Chair, which is then occupied 








convert itself, as a body, into a Committee, Committee o 


of the Union. On these occasions the Speaker vaca 
by any other member to whom he resigns it. Sach an artificial distinction is presumed to 


exist between the body sitting as ‘the House,’ and the same body sitting as ‘the Committee 
of the Whole,’ that, for instance, it is not permitted by the Rules, as in order, to allude in the 
one to what passed in debate im the other; and no record is Kept on the journal of the House 
of the proceedings thus had in Committee. The body may at any time convert itself from 
the one form into the other; and on the rising of the Committee 
Chair by the Spe aker, the temporary Chairman, standimg in front of him, reports to him and 
the Honse either the anendments, to the bill under consideration, proposed by the Commit- 
tee, or that the Committee has had it in consideration without arriving at amy resolution thereon, 
A much greater latitude of debate is usually considered as admissi- 


and the resumption of the 


—as the case may be. 
ble in Committee than in the House ; amendinents adopted by the 
and those 


House. 


former have to pass again 
which have been re- 


under the action of the latter, to be rejected or concurred in, 
The votes given in 


jected in the Committee miay be brought forward again in the 


Committee are not taken and recorded by Yeas and Nays, as is the 
demand of one-fifth of the members present. The most important point in this technical ar- 
tifice of form, is, that the Previous Question—the operation of which, House, 
seconded by a majority, is to arrest further debate, and to bring up a final vote on the main 
pending—cannot be put 


case in the House, onthe 


in the when 


question, without regard to any proposed amendments which may be 


in Committee; so that in the latter every proposed amendment must be voted on, and de- 
bate must have exhausted itself before the subject under consideration can proceed to any 


of the further stages of legislative action. The effect of this has sometimes been extremely 


inconvenient, in thas placing the action of the body, especially on the eve of the close of a 
Session, under the control of a minority, however small, who may determine to ‘talk against 


time’—a familiar and easy task to so many of our speakers; and the only mode in which, 


when this privilege of debate appears to be abused, it can be counteracted, is that referred to 
here (though rarely to be practised with success) of forcing the minority to the vote in Com- 
mittee by sitting all night, and refusing to ‘rise.’—The House can at any time resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on any specific subject, which is usually done upon all bills and 


all matters of importance on which debate is expected. It is sometimes, however, an object, 
on the part of a majority, to refuse thus to go into Committee, when it is anxious to expedite 
the course of business, and is unwilling to trust the control of it beyond its own power. 


Something analogous to this practice (which was adopted from the example of the British 


House of Commons) exists in most large legislative bodies. In the Senate it does not 


exist. This explanation has been deemed necessary, to make our history intelligible 


to all,—as many persons are confused by this artificial complication of form, so as not to 


understand the proper bearings of different proceedings. 
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finally disposed of A motion for recon- 
sideration was made imuiediately after 
the vote, by Mr. Pickens, for the purpose 
of obtaining a vote of the House on c 
amendment, which had been re jected i 
Committe ; ve Whole. In this speech 
on the subject, he urged, among other to- 
pics, as a reason for the postponement, 
that, without it, the Secretary of the 
Tre ASUrY would be compelled to execute 
the terms of the deposite act and recall the 
three first instalme aie ti aaa 
which would be highly injurious and op- 
wessive. The following day was devo- 
ted till a late hour to debating and voting 
on this question. The motion to recon- 
sider prevailed, (Mr. Cambreleng having 
arrested the debate upon it by the Previ- 
ous Question), 7 the vote of yeas 149, 
nays $1. (See ' Table, No. 5.) 


Mr. Adams then again submitted his 
former amendment to the amendment, 
which had been rejected in Committee of 
the Whole; it was again rejected, by 
yeas 94, nays 136. (See ‘Tal le, Ne. 
6.) A motion to lay the bill on the 
table, made by Mr. Williams, of N.C., 
was then negatived, by yeas 100, ni a” s 132, 
(See Table, No. 7.) Mr. Be then 
submitted a motion to recommit a bill 
to the Committee of the Whole, with in- 
structions to amend it to the following 
effect: that th payment be postponed 
till Oct. Ist, 1840, the moneys now on 
deposite in banks being apy propriated to 
8 and that the Secretary of the Tre -asury 

ye required to tender t othe States at once 
ieuke or orders on these depositories, in 
payment of their respective | roportions ; 
the condition being ad ided to their accept- 
ance by the States, that the banks, on 
which drawn, shall be required to make 
the payments in three annual instalments, 
on the first of Oct. 1838, 39, and ’40, pay- 
ing interest meanwhile to the States at 
rate of 5 per cent. per annum. This mo- 
tion was also negatived, yu 65, nays 
148. (See Table, No. 8.) A similar 
motion by Mr. Phillips, to recommit the 
bill, with instructions to the effect that 
Treasury notes, bearing 5 per cent. in- 
terest, should be issued, to supply the bal- 
ance payable over and above the amount 
of drafts on the banks that might be ac- 
cepte d by the States, was also negatived, 

without the yeas and nays; as was also 
an reat Ah hay by Mr. Harlan, to the 
amendment of Mr. Pickens, pledging the 
public faith that no farther postponement 
should be made. 

The amendment of Mr. Pickens then 
came up, and was adopted by yeas 130, 
nays 99. (See Table, No. 9.) Mr. 
Mason, of Va., then moved an amend- 
ment which he had submitted in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, to the effect of repealing 
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the deposite act of 1836, so far as related 
to the Fourth Instalment; this, howe ver, 
as Weil as some other amendments offe red, 
was cut of by a motion for the Previous 
Question, by Mr. Haynes, who remark- 
ed, at the sume time, that he was in fa- 
vor of Mr. Mason’s amendment, as con- 
sonant with the principles of his native 
State, but that no othermode remained of 
Cc losing this alre rady too — tracted de bate. 
‘The motion for the Previous Question be- 
ing sustained by the House, the main 
question was finally put and decided in 
the affir — by yeas 118, nay 106. 
(See Table, No. 10.) . 

But even ‘still all the impediments to the 
final consummation of this closely dispu- 
ted bill were not yet overcome. The bil 
being ordered to a third reading to-day 
wi is, according rly, read the third time, when 
another question remained to be taken, on 
its passage; ; when Mr. Garland, of La., 
interposed a motion to postpone it till 3d 
October, advocating his motion on the 
ground, that he did not wish the deposite 
banks in his State to be left at the mercy 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and that 
he therefore wished to defer this bill till 
that for the settlement with the deposite 
banks was disposed of, and it should be 
ascertained what terms were to be extend- 
ed them. To this Mr. Cambreleng re- 
plied, that he was disposed to deal as gen- 
erously with those institutions as cireum- 
stances would admit, for the sake of the 
people indebted to them. This was de- 
signated by Mr. Dawson and Mr. Ma- 
son, of Va., as a bargain between thetwo 
parties,--a promise of favorable terms to 
the banks (those in the south-west having 
the bulk of the public deposites) bei ing 
obtained on the one side, as the conditi ion 
for the passage of the bill. Mr. Gholson 
supported the motion to postpone, being 
unwilling to let this bill pass out of the 

ach of the House, till its action could * 
had upon the other; insisting strongly o 
the right ofthe deposite banks to favorab ie 
terms, both because they had received the 
public fund sin pi aper, which, having since 

eprec siated, it would be unjust to require 
back in money at par, on any other than 
very easy terms of time; because all the 
debtors to the Government were equally 
entitled to relief, ifextended to any; and 
because the interests of the people indebt- 
ed to these institutions were so deeply 
involved in a question. The motion to 
postpone was, however, disagreed to; as 
was also t a “elie to adjourn, by Mr. 
Chambers, of Ky.; and at last, by means 
of the Previous Question, (moved by Mr. 
McKim, ) the bill was carried through its 
last stage, at eleven o’clock, P. M., being 
passed, W ‘ith its amendment, (which, as 
has been seen before, was concurred in 
by the Senate,) on the 29th September. 
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TREASURY NOTES BILL. 


H. R. 
This was the next of the bills taken up 
in the House, September 20th. Mr. 


Cambreleng at first moved to take up the 
Senate bill, which had been received and 
reported ten days s before, but was induced 
—by the opposition raised to it by Messrs. 
Bell, Adams and Wise, on the ground of 


its being a money bill originated i impro- 


perly inthe Senate—to withdraw it, and 
move to take up the original bill of the 


Committee of Ways and Means, which 
had been reported on the 13thinst. ‘This he 
moved to amend by a substitute which was 
substantially the Senate bill, the principal 
point of difference between the two bills 
Gane os t that ofthe Senate attached inter- 
est to the notes issued, at the discretion of 
the Executive, within the limit of six per 
cent., while the bill of the ¢ ittee pro- 
vided for notes w interest, under the 
supposition that interest would not be ne- 
cessary to maintain them at par. He ex- 
plained that this proposed issue was only 
designed as a temporary anticipution of 


and not as 
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funds not presently availal 

a stock or permanent loan; the indulgence 
extended to all its debtors depriving the 
the Treasury Mf revenne for the remaining 





quarter of the year, they were in —_ nsa- 
ble for the e -p ‘eisanea : while there were 
upwar ds of twenty millions of suspended 
debt due to ue Government, for the most 
part payab le in 1836. As a means of re- 
mittance for internal exchange and pay- 
ment of foreign debt, they would be a 
sensible relief to the country, — in- 
terfering with the currency. The issue 
of Treasury notes evé nof this des inthe, 
and under these cir 3, We us by no 
means a measure which he would in gene- 


mstance 











ral regard with an eye of favor; it was, 
however, in this instance, a measure of 
necessity to the Treasury, as well as of 


great } ublic advantage in various points 
of view, while it was not obnoxious to 
the charge brought against it of being 
either a stock created, or the :ssue of a 
paper money proper. The bill did not re- 
ceive a very strenuous opposition in 
Committee of the Whole, and the vari- 
ous amendments proposed, aimed at the 
substance of the measure, having been 
successively rejected, and Mr. Cambre- 
stitute having b cen adopted, it 
Committee of the 
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lene’s sul 
was reported by the 





Whole to the House, on Wednesday, 
Oct. 4th. It was not, however passed 
before the 9th inst., having been in the in- 


terim debuted with much earnestness, by 
the following principal speakers: 

In favor of the bill, Messrs. Cambre- 
leng, Gholson, Hamer, Howard, Legare, 
McKay, McKim, Parmenter, Rhett, 


Thomas, and Toucey. 
In opposition to it, Messrs. Bell, Bond, 
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Bouldin, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 


Fletcher, Hoy kins, Menefer ; Mere« r, Pat- 
ton, Philliy Robertson, Sergeant, Un- 
derwood and Wise. 

It was urged against the bill, 

lL. That drafts on tg banks, after 
their protest, could circulate and ‘form 
the function of receival bility for public dues, 





as well as Treasury notes, if the bunks on 
which drawn should not pay them in 
modes satisfactory to the holders; and un- 
til these funds were thus drawn upon, the 
emergency was not yet arrived which 
would justify the issue of a Treasury 
pape r. 

2. That it was not necessary, inas- 
much as (in addition to these drafts on 
the depo ite ba iks) th onds of the U. 
S. Bank, amounting to six millions, might 
be sold in Europe; and the amount in 
the deposite banks might be made availa- 
ble by drafts being drawn upon it. 


3. The cons stitutionality of an issue of 
ills of credit by the Government was 
‘ast, Was not to be main- 
y the constitutional opponents of 
a national bank; it would be struc- 
tive power as much as that of creating a 
national bank; and precisely as the pro- 
position to empower Congress to create 
corporations was rejected in the conven- 
tion that framed the Constitution, (an areu- 
ment much urged by the opponents of a na- 
tional bank ) so was also the proposition to 
empower 1t lo¢ mit bills of credit, ein- 
ally attached to the clause empowering 
it to borrow money. 

4. The bill was deceptive on its face, 
the measure proposed being in reality a 
loan, and it ought to be so entitled. 

5. The discretionary power left to the 
Executive in relation to the rate of inter- 
est, was a valid objection, involving un- 
certain legis! and vesting too much 
power in the Executive at the expense of 
the proper function of the legislative de- 
partment. 

It was a fatal measure of hostility to 
the banks of the country, whose ability to 
resume specie payments, sth irspecie being 
withdrawn for investment in these Treas- 


“ms stionable ; at | 
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ition, 





ury notes, would be 1 materially retarded 
by it. 

“%. No Government debt ought to be 
created without a positive simultaneous 


provision and appropriation for its re- 
demption. 

8. It was virtually the creation of, or 
the foundation for, a national bank, and 

vas anemission of pz \per mone y diserace- 
ful to a ‘specie reform’ Administration, 
&e. All the brilliant eloquence, vehement 
denunciation, and scornful sarcasm which 
were poured out, in phials of wrath, on 
the head of the Administration, in the 
treatment of this part of the subject, may 
more easily be imagined than described. 
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To these several arguments it was re- 
plied, 

1. That it was contemplated to extend the 
indulgence to the banks, and through them 
to their debtors, of postponing for u con- 
siderable period the demand upon them 
for their balances due to the Government. 
In this design there was a comparative 
unanimity. Ifdrawa upon, these drafts, 
it was perfectly known in advance, would 
not and could net be paid. Such drafts 
would possess but a mere technical differ- 
ence of form from the proposed notes, so 
far as the principle of the issue of any 
species of paper, was concerned; and the 
practice of issuing drafts for the purpose 
of having them dishonored, and then re- 
stored, through the process of protest, to 
that degree of current value which could 
be imparted by a receivability for public 
dues, was certainly to be deprecated ; 
and had been severely denounced by the 
Opposition, at the time when (Congress 
not being in session) it had been the only 
vossible resource of which the Treasury 
eseetnen could lawfully avail itself, to 
support the proper administration of the 
public affairs. And, moreover, such 
drafts would not satisfy the public credi- 
tors, whom the Government is bound to 
pay in Specie or its equivalent. 

2. This objection was pressed with 
great earnestness and pertinacity. It was 
thus met, The Treasury was nearly 
exhausted, and funds were wanted im- 
mediately. Which course then was the 
most reasonable, to go into the market 
and force asale of the claim against the 
Bank, or by the issue of the proposed 
notes to take time to render that debt 
available, and collect it at maturity. The 
one course would be to raise money on 
the credit of the Bank, the other on that 
of this Government—why prefer the for- 
mer to the latter which was indisputably 
the better of the two, however high the 
former might stand in Europe—aAnd if 
these bonds be sold in this country, in 
what medium should payment be received? 
None could contend for the reception of 
the paper of non-specie-paying banks. 
And if the specie were drawn from the 
vaults of banks, would it not retard the 
resumption? If it would come forth from 

rivate hoards, would it not more certain- 
ty oe drawn out by the superior credit of 
this Government? This course would 
sacrifice the very important relief to the 
mercantile community to be afforded, in- 
cidentally and legitimately, by these notes 
as a medium for remittance, so mach 
needed at the moment. The other plan 
would leave it without even this attempt 
at the slightest relief—If sold in England 
for specie, it would not only require seve- 
ral months to realise the proceeds, while 
the necessity was urgent for the present 
quarter; but also would not the abstrac- 
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tion of a million sterling in specie bring 
back a renewal of that same restrictive 
policy on the part of the Bank of Eng- 
land, to force back specie from America, 
of which the operation had already been 
felt so severely, in the depreciation of Ame 
ricen bills, before the frown of that insti- 
tution, and in the lowered price of cotton ? 
If immediately realised here, by being 
drawn upen by bills of exchange, the 
same difficulty as to the medium in which 
payment should be received, recurred 
again. Moreever, how could such a course, 
of attempting to import five or six milk 
lions of specie by the sale of the credit of 
the Bank, especially afterthe heavy drafts 
which had already been made on its Eu 
ropean credit, and our already too large 
forcign debt, be advocated by those who 
had denounced the specie-importing poli- 
cy of General Jackson ?—It would be an 
endorsement of thesz bonds by the Govern- 
ment, whose bonds they would become, 
and to which such a sale of its securities 
would be a disreputable position. It was 
contended that nobody would be benefited 
by it but the Bank, by which these bonds 
would be indirectly bought up, and re 
mitted to England, where, with the Govern- 
ment endorsement, they would command 
a large profit. And, moreover, in their 
present dimensions they were quite un- 
saleable, and was the legislation of Con- 
gress, to supply funds for the administra- 
tion of this Government, to depend on the 
willingness of this Bank to consent to 
adapt the form and dimensions of its 
bonds held by the Government to the 
wants and wishes of the latter ?—And 
finally (it was added by Mr. McKim) the 
proposed plan was recommended, in ad- 
dition to all its other advantages over the 
other course proposed, by the considera 
tion of economy. ‘I'he bonds bore an in- 
terest of six per cent., while that of the 
Treasury notes would in all probability 
be much lower; and if sold abroad, after 
some months of negotiation, they would 
probably have to sustain a loss from the 
par value, independently of the exchange, 
whatever it might be, and the commission 
or expenses of negotiation. 

3. These were not bills of credit, in the 
constitutional sense. They were not de- 
signed for a currency,—even though, inci- 
dentally, they would prove a great public 
convenience for the purposes of remittance 
as exchange. ‘They were merely a con- 
venient mode and form of loan, to which 
the Government was compelled to have 
recourse, in consequence of the suspension 
of a vast amount of debt due to it, and of 
which the greater proportion would be 
available within a year or two. The 
Government was expressly empowered to 
borrow money, by the Constitution, to 
pay the public debts; and each note thus 
issued, at such rate of interest as should 
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make the public creditor willing to re- 
ceive it as equivalent to specie, was virtu- 
ally borrowing that amount, for the pur- 
pose of the payment with which it was 
simultaneous. ‘The spirit and intent of 
this measure, in which there was no rea- 
son to doubt that it would be executed, 
was, that it was a bill of necessary sup- 
plies, and not a bill of currency tor the 
issue of a paper money. 

4. This objection to the bill, while it 
neutralized the preceding one, was one of 
mere form, and not worth grave reply. 

5. The main object of the measure was, 
to enable the Treasury to satisfy the pub- 
lic creditor, on the best terms, in point of 
interest, possible. To obtain the inci- 
dental advantage of preventing the notes 
from being hoarded as investment, so as 
to keep them afloat for the convenience of 
transmission ( thus relieving one of the se- 
Vere inconveniences now pressing on the 
mercantile community ) it was desirable to 
graduate the rate of interest at the suc- 
cessive emissions of the notes, with a vi- 
gilant eye to the state of the mone y mar- 
ket, so as to keep them always at par. 
They were only to be issued in the mo- 
derate and gradval quantities required to 
meet the public expenditures, when no 
other suitable means were available. This 
necessary discretion could only be dis- 
charged by the Executive branch to which 
it properly belonged. 

). Neither its origin nor its tendency 
partook of any such spirit. It was far 
better for the banks to give a em a fixed 
time of indulgence, before being subject 
to draft for their balances of public mo- 
ney,—according to which they could regu- 
late their business underst andingly and 
prudently, —than to draw at once upon 
them, with the view to the circulation of 
such discredited drafts with the disgrace 
of protest. That the Government should 
deal in a depreciated paper, was not to 
be thought of fora moment. It could not 
collect a sufficient revenue at all, by rea- 
son of the indulgence which it had be- 
come necessary to extendto all its debtors, 
we | less in specie or any medium equi- 

valent to it, and to atte mpt todo so in any 
wn , at this time, would indeed be severe- 
ly oppres ssive to these institutions. The 
reasons why its evidences of debt due to 
it were wiavailable have been given 
above. No other course, it was manifest, 
remained, than the present one; which, 
though far from being a very agreeable 
yne to those who proposed it, was on the 
whole the only practicable mode of steer- 
ing clear of the various difficulties with 
which the subject, of a provision for the 
present exigencies of the Treasury, was 
surrounded.—at the same time that it 
would incidentally confer a material re- 
lief to the disturbed financial state of the 








country. 
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There was a suspended debt of near- 
ly twenty millions to the Government, for 
the most part well secured, falling due 
within a year or two, exclusive of its 
twenty-seven millions om deposite with 
the States, and without reference to future 
revenue accruing under the regalar opera- 
tion of the present laws; and it wasalrea- 
dy provided that the notes thus issued, 
— were limited to ashort date, should 
be redeemed without delay as fast as pos- 
sible. 

8. This was treated as mere random 
party declamation, not.calling for serious 
argument. Mr. Cambreleng stated that 
the Government had always had not less 
than two millions of its paper afloat in 
drafts, in the interval between their issue 
and liquidation, if that circumstance alone 
constituted a bank; and Mr. Legare re- 
marked, that if this measure of borrowing 
partook i in any way of the nature of bank- 
ing, then was every borrower in the coun- 
try a banker. 

To the taunts about the issue of | aper 
money by the present dominant party, it 
was replied that it was precisely because 
it would not deal in depreciated paper 
money, and could not, at the present emer- 
gency of the country, conduct the public 
affairs throuch the medium of actual s spe- 
cie, Without a too severe pressure upon 
the banks and mercantile community, that 
it reluctantly had recourse to this third 
alternative of a temporary loan, in the 
present convenient mode, with which it 
would be eagerly desirous to dispense at 
the earliest day practicable. 

It was severely charged upon the Op- 
position, during the course of this debate 
that they were pursuing a factious and 
unworthy course, to my stify and agitat 
the public mind, and embarrass the admi- 
nistration of pul blic affairs, in their deter 
mination to insist on a national bank as 
the only remedy they would consent to 
for the present disordered and distressed 
condition of the country. In evidence of 
this the speakers of the A dministration 
party pointed particularly to the inflam 
matory denunciation with which, at this 
urgent crisis, they wasted so much pre 
cious time in mere partis: in warfare; the 
unpatriotic a in which they stood 
aloof from their duty, exerting themselves 
only in opposing, tooth and nail, every 
plan of relief to the Treasury and the 
country proposed by the majority; and 
the futile and inconsistent argument by 
which they combatted a measure so clear- 
ly indispensable to the Government, and 
accompanied with so much incidental relief 
and benefit to the community, as the pre- 
sent bill. The truth of this charge we 
leave to be estimated by the respective 
views of different readers. The Treasury 
Notes Bill, it will be remembered, passed 
the Senate by an almost unanimous vote. 
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. following enumeration of the amend- 
ments offered to it in the House, exclusive 
of several of minor importance, after it 
had passed out of the Committee of the 
Whole, where many of them had been 
already offered and rejected, is necessary 
to complete the view designed to be given 
of the history of this bill, in its stormy 
passage through the House of Represent- 
atives 

Mr. Underwood moved substitute 
amendment, directing that the bonds of 
the United States Bank should be sold, to 
meet the necessities of the Treasury, at a 
price in it less than their nominal amount; 
which he modified, at the suggestion of 
Mr. P itton, so as to direct the Secretary 
of the Treasury to draw drafts on the de- 
posite banks, accepting the same in pay- 
ment of “y dues. This amendment 
received a strofig support in debate, but 
it was lost by the vote of Yeas 104, Nays 
112. (S Table, No. IL.) 

Mr. Rhett move od to strike out the pro- 
vision of interest, and also, (on the sug- 
gestion of } Vir. Rives ) to make the notes 


Th 
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redeemable, twelve, instead, of six months 
after date—on which the vote was, Yeas 
81, Nays 137. (See Table, No. 12.) Mr. 
Rhett afterwards moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the amendment of 
Mr. Underwood had been rejected; the 
motion was, however, lost, by Yeas 110, 


Nays 113. (See Table, No. 13.) 

Mr. Wise also introduced an amend- 
ment, the object of which was to forbid 
the issue of any Treasury Notes so long 
as there remained any other available 
funds at the place where the expenditure 
was required. It was objected to this 
that its design was, unnecessarily to em- 
barrass the ‘Treasury Department, and 
that there was no reason to fear that the 
bill would not be bona fide executed by the 


Executive in the spirit in which it was in- 
tended, not as a bill of currency but as a 
temporary bill of supplies, which was to 
be had recourse fto only when necessary. 
And the amendment was lost, by the 
vote of Yeas 96, Nays 118. (See Tab le, 
No. 14.) 

Mr. Underwood again moved to amend, 
so as to authorize the Secretary to issue 
only three and a half millions until the 
United States Bank bonds had been of- 
fered for sale three months, the Secretar 
being authorized to exchange them with 
the Bank for smaller bonds to adapt them 
to the money market (in their present 


form they are three in number, of two mil- 
lions each). ‘This was also rejected by 
Yeas 94, Nays 109. (See Table, No. 15. ) 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend by 
substituting an authority on the part of 


th 
seven 


Secretary to borrow from time to time 
of d on which the 


Hare 
wars 
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vote was, Yeas 86, Nays 131. (See Ta- 
ble No. 16.) He then moved an amend- 
ment rovidi ing that no ‘Treasury Notes 
should be issued so long as there were 
any available funds in the Treasury, over 
one million of ae on which the vote 
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was, Yeas 102, Nays 120. (See Table, 
No. 17.) 

Mr. Southgate moved to reduce the 
lowest denomination of the notes to be is- 
sued to $25, instead of $100, as in the 
bill. This was rejected, by Yeas 88, 
Nays 131. (See Table, No. §8.) The 
motion, however, with which he imme- 


diately ‘followed it, toreduce it to $50, pre- 


vailed, by Yeas 140, Nays8l. ( See Ta- 
ble, No. 19. ) 
An amendment by Mr. Mercer, to re- 


duce the whole amount to be issued from 


ten to seven millions, was rejected by 
Yeas 101, Nays 120. (See Table, No. 
20. ) 

Mr. Legare moved to reduce the inter- 


which was 
( See Table, 


est from szz to lie per cent., 
lost, by Yeas a, Nays 127 
No. 21. ) 

On the question, which then at last 
came up, of concurrence with the Com- 
mittee of the Whole in their amendments 
to the original bill, as subsequently amend- 
ed by the House, it was carried by Yeas 

23, Nays 99. (See Table, No. 22); and 
finally, the concluding vote taken ( Mon- 
day evening, October 9th,) on the en- 
grossment for the third reading stood, 
Yeas 127, Nays98. ( See Table, No. 23. ) 

We have spre: ad out all these amend- 
ments proposed and rejected during the 
course of this extraordinary struggle, both 
to give an idea of the determined opposk 
tion against which the friends of the bill 
had to fight their way to its final consum- 
mation; and to enable us to exhibit, ina 
perfect form, in the Table of Yeas and 
Nays, a map of the opinions and votes of 
the individual members, on the various 
shades and aspects in which the subject 
was brought before the House by all these 

successive propositions. 

The bill, as thus finally passed, was 
concurred in by the Senate,—to which 
body it was sent up as an original House 
bill, for the reason explained above, even 
though the Senate had before passed and 
sent down a bill of wabecietiahy the same 


purport.* 





THE DIVORCE BILL, H. R. 


The debate on this bill did not com- 
mence, in the House, till the L0th of Octo- 
ber, Tuesday ofthe last week of the session. 
It had been received from the Senate on 
the 5th. It had been, however, looked to 
throughout by all sides as the great lead- 
ing measure of the session, and, in the la- 
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titude of debate which had been indulged 
in, had been already very freely canvass- 
ed, incidentally, from the natural connec- 
tion existing between all the measures 
proposed by the Administration, as a 
general system or whole. The powerful 
discussion which it had undergone in the 
Senate had been observed apparently with 
deep attention, in its progress, by the 
House. The bill having passed that 
body, the disposition of the House in re- 
lation to it was watched with anxious in- 
terest, its immediate fate, with all the 
momentous consequences involved, being 
thus dependent on a smal! number of in- 
dividuals. It was generally conceded, 
that the measure had made a very remark- 
able progress in the opinions of men 
Since the opening of the session, both from 
the influence of the thorough and com- 
prehensive debate to which it was sub- 
jected, and from the evidences of popular 
approval by the Democratic party of the 
President’s Message, which poured in 
upon the Capitol from nearly every quar- 
ter. It was currently remarked, that the 
* Conservative’ party, having exhausted 
itself in its first effort on the election of 
Printer, had melted away, and seemed, 
with but few exceptions, to have subsided 
back into the main body of the Democra- 
tic party. The hopes of carrying the 
measure through at the present session, 
which no one had ventured to entertain 
at its commencement, gradually increased, 
till they became almost a confident belief, 
on the part of a great many, that, on the 
final and distinct vote, a majority would 
not be found, to hazard the political and 
party existence depending on a faithful 
and firm adhesion to true Democratic 
principle, at the present crisis, by an open 
avowal against the policy of separation 
from the banks, upon which the Admi- 
nistration had staked itself. 

The debate was marked by signal elo- 
quence and brilliancy; though, as nonew 
points of argument were made on either 
side in addition to those of which an ac- 
count has been already given, in the his- 
tory of the bill in the Senate, it is not ne- 
cessary to dwell farther on it than to enu- 
merate the speakers by whom it was con- 
ducted. They were: In favor of the 
measure, Messrs. Pickens, Hunter, of 
Va., Haynes, Moore, and Cambreleng ; 
and in opposition to it, Messrs. Hoffman, 
Mason, of Va., Robertson, Garland, 
of Va., Calhoun, of Mass., Pope, John- 
son, of Md., Cushing, Legare, Naylor, 
and Wise. Two substitute amendments 
were offered in the Committee of the 
Whole, the one by Mr. Garland, of a si- 
milar tenor to that advanced by Mr. Rives 
in the Senate; and the other by Mr. Daw- 
son, prescribing a system of special depo- 
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site in selected State banks,—both of 
which were rejected; and at midnight of 
Friday, 13th October, the Committee rose 
and reported the bill to the House without 
amendment. On the following morning 
the long agony of the suspense of the bill 
reached its termination. Immediately on 
the resumption of the subject by passing 
to the Orders of the Day, a motion was 
made by Mr. Williams, of Tennessee, to 
lay the bill on the table, which he with- 
drew at the request of Mr. Clark, of New 
York (understood to be a leading ‘ Con- 
servative’ member), to permit the latter 
gentleman to explain the grounds on 
which he rested the vote he was about to 
give. This he did, explicitly, to the effect, 
that he did not intend his vote to lay on 
the table to imply an opposition to the 
bill; he did not express an opinion in 
favor of or against the measure: but was 
anxious for an opportunity of communi- 
cation with his constituents, whose will 
he would always be ready to carry into 
effect. The measure, as a democratic one, 
was new, and had been as yet but imper- 
fectly agitated and digested in the public 
mind; and, moreover, there was no neces- 
sity for an immediate decision of the ques- 
tion, as Congress was to re-assembie in 
six weeks, and asthe system of custody of 
the public revenue which it proposed to 
establish was, and would continue, in ac- 
tual operation under the existing laws. 
On this ground, distinctly stated and re- 
peated, the gentleman from New York 
then renewed the motion to lay the bill 
on the table, which was carried by the 
vote of Yeas 120, Nays, 107. (See Ta- 
ble, No. 24. ) 

No direct vote, as it thus appears, was 
had on the subject; a motion to reconsi- 
der, by Mr. Rencher, for the purpose of 
permitting Mr. Lewis, of Al., to offer an 
amendment (providing for a system of 
special deposite in banks ) having failed, 
by about the same vote. The Opposition 
exulted in this vote as a decisive rejection 
of the measure; while the friends of the 
Administration regarded it merely in the 
light of a postponement of its decision; it 
being generally understood that it would 
be brought forward again, the latter being 
willing to commit its political fate fully 
on the eventual triumph of its substantial 
principle, namely, the dissolution of the 
connection heretofore existing between 
the political and moneyed institutions of 
the country, or—to use the forcible phrase 
first brought before the public by the Plain 
Dealer, of New York, though since be- 
come so familiar and common—the Di- 
vorce of Bank and State. In which light 
it was justly to be regarded, the reader 
must decide from the above statement of 
the facts. 
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THE DEPOSITE BANK SETTLEMENT BILL. 
This Bill which was received from the 
Senate on the 9th September, ( identical 
with the bill re aed by the Committee 
of Ways and ennt was not taken up 
till the evening of the 10th October, when 
Mr. Garland, of La., moved a substitute 
amendment, extending the time of indul- 
gence to the banks to nine, twelve, fifteen, 
and eighteen months, in four instalme nts, 
with interest at 5 percent. By the pre- 
sent bill the times fixed were four, six, 
and nine months. After some conversa- 
tion on the subje ct of the payment of in- 
terest by the banks, it was laid aside, and 
resumed on the 14th; on which day Mr. 
Adams opposed it strenuously, as also did 
Mr. Pope, Mr. Williams, of N. C., and 
Mr. Bell. No result was arrived at, or 
seemed probable, in Committee of the 
Whole, and the bill was laid aside, on 
motion of Mr. Cambreleng, to permit the 
despatch of other business; after which 
the Committee rose, and was discharged, 
on motion of Mr. Smith, of Maine, from 
the further consideration of this bill, 
which thus came back into the control of 
the House. It was at a later hour taken 
up, and, an amendment by Mr. Johnson, 
of La., fixing the times of payment at 
six, twelve, and eighteen months, was 
adopted by the vote of Yeas 77, Noes 54; 
immediately after which, Mr. ¢ ‘ambre- 
lene moved the Previous Que stion, under 
he operation of which the bill was finally 
yvassed, the House refusing to order the 
Teas and Nays. This amendment was 
concurred in by the Senate, and the bill 
shortly after sent down again, with ano- 
ther amendment, intended to explain an 
ambiguity supposed to exist in the terms 
of the bill; upon which it proved impos- 
sil le to obtain a vote on that night, it be- 
ing beyond mi ane ht, and a quorum not 
present. It we s accordin: ely carried over 
to Monday m«¢ ning, when Mr. Adams 
renewed his opposition to it, characteriz- 
ing the provis sions of the bill as drawn so 
loosely and imperfectly as to be disgrace- 
ful to our leg gislation, and especially de- 
nounc ine what he signalized as ‘the bar- 
gain’ between the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means and the South- 
western members, for the passage of = 
bill, which he stated had been made 
the last moment of the passage of 
Fourth Instalment Postponement Bill,— 
executed by the discharge of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, on the previous night, 
from the further consideration of this bill, 
at a period when no answer had been re- 
turned to the arguments adduced against 
it, and no vote had on the amendments 
proposed,—and consummated by the mo- 
tion for the Previous Question, in the 
fouse, by the Chairman of the Commit- 
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tee ot Ways and Means, immediately 
after the adoption of the amendment of tlie 
gentleman from Louisiana, extending fur- 
ther indulgence to the banks. Great im- 
patience was felt in the House at this 
course and tone of debate on the last 
morning, and Mr. Cambreleng did not 
make any other reply than to ‘move the 
Previous Question; under which the 
amendment of the Se nate was concurred 
in, and thus the passage of the bill finally 
completed, by the vote of Yeas 107, Nays 
46. (jSee Table, No. 25. ) 





THE MERCHANTS’ BONDS EXTENSION BILL. 

This bill which came from the Senate 
on the 19th September, was reported by 
the Committee of Ways and Means on 
the following day. 

It was taken up by the House on the 10th 
October, and, an amendment being adopt- 
ed, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, to the 
effect of granting a credit of three and six 
months, in equal instalments, on all im- 
portations subject by the present laws to 
cash duties, prior to Ist of November next, 
—and another amendment, on motion of 
Mr. Menefee, to extend the bene fits of in- 
dulgence of this : act to all other debtors to 
the United Stat s except for the public 
moneys received,—the bill was passed 
without debate, and sent to the Senate, by 
which body the amendments made were 
concurred in. 





THE INDIAN HOSTILITIES APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 


A bill making further appropriation for 
the expenses of the Seminole war was 
early reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. On the 27th September, a 
bill was received from the Senate for the 
same purpose, and in fact identical with 
the one before the House. It was not 
taken up till the last night of the session, 
October 14th; when the House in Com- 
mittee of the Whole took up, and passed 
its own bill, which it sent up to the other 
body for concurrence,* without any notice 
of the bill on its table received from the 
Senate. It will be remembered, that a 
similar course was pursued in relation to 
the Senate bill for the issue of Treasury 
notes; in both which cases it was consk 
dered that the Senate had infringed on the 
privilege of the House in originating mo- 
ney bills, which presumption it was thus 
designed to rebuke. This objection which 
was raised to acting upon the Senate 
bills, was yielded to by those who did not 
concur inthe motive which prompted it, 
for the sake of avoiding superfluous de- 
bate. The Senate, as has been already 





*See page 29. 
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seen, yielded to the rebuke, for the sake 
of the urgency of the public business, 
though not without the expression of con- 
siderable dissatisfaction at the parlia- 
mentary discourtesy. 


ADDITIONAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL. 


The Committe of Ways and Means 
reported a bill, on the 29th September, 
making additional general appropriations 
for the year 1837. It was not taken up 
till the evening of October 14th; when, 
after some hours of random debate, chie fly 
by Messrs. Wise and Johnson, of Md., 
relating scintipally to the payment of 
members of Congress in specie, it was 
passed, with the amendment of reducing 
the appropriation for the expenses of the 
agency of the Smithsonian legacy, in 
London, from $10,000, to $5,000. "This 

ras made at the motion of Mr. Wise, 
with the concurrence of Mr. Cambrele ng, 
the former gentleman accomps ony ing it 
with some severe remarks upon this ex- 
travagant outlay for the support of the 
agent, Mr. Richard Rush, at London, on 
a business falling properly within the 
sphere of the duties of the reside nt lega- 
tion in that country. Mr. Cambreleng 
assented to the reduction, because further 
appropriation could be made at the next 
session if it should appear necessary. 
The bill, being sent to the Senate, was re- 
turned with an amendment of $25,900 for 
the expenses of printing certain docu- 
ments ordered by the Senate, and of $2,000 
for extra clerk-hire in the office of the So- 
licitor of the Treasury, rendered nee essary 
by the legislation of the present session. 
The former amendment was concurred 
in, and the latter rejected, by the House. 





RESOLUTION AGAINST A NATIONAL BANK. 

The general course pursued by the 
friends of a national bank at the present 
session may be thus briefly summed up. 
It was considered impolitic to bring up 
the question for present decision, it not be- 
ing yet ripe for that settlement which they 
hoped might be compassed by a postpone- 
ment to a future day; by which time it 
was believed by them, a popular convic- 
tion of its necessity, as the only effectual 
remedy for the disordered currency and 
business of the country, would bear their 
favorite measure to the haven of success 
on a swelling tide of public opinion which 
would overcome the pledged opposition 
to it of the present dominant party. In 
pursuance of this line of policy, they ab- 
stained from either themselves bringing 
forward any plans of relief for the evils of 
thetimes, or from co-operating with those 
brought forward by the Administration; 
while they made the most strenuous efforts 
to undermine the foundation of public 
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support on which the Administration rest- 
ed, by striving to identify 7 with the 
odium of the re sponsibility « f all these 
evils. T he ‘ tampering w ith the currence y,’ 

and the ‘experiment’ to dispense w ith 
the agency of a national bank, were of 
course re fe rre ad to as the one gre at cause 
of all, and the return to the old policy of 
such an institution was urged in most of 
the speeches, as the only permanent reme- 
dy and relief. Atthe same time a desire 
appeared, not to identify their party as a 
whole with that question, but rather to 
hold it for the season in abeyance, till a 
more favorable time for openly urging it. 
How far this course was dictated by the 
motive of keeping the ground open for 
the ‘Conservative’ party to stand by 
their side in Opposition to the Adminis 
tration, until the present alliance which 
they were anxious to secure, might in 
time become a permanent amalgama- 
tion,—or what degree of justice there may 
have been in the charge urged by the De- 
mocratic speakers, that, in their indiscri- 
minate aon — to every measure of 
relief and settlement, they were acting 
ina spirit of demagogue factiousness, 
to force their favorite plan upon the coum 
try, and possess themselves of the power 
of office, by the unworthy means of pro- 
longing the public distress and agitation, 
—it is not for us here to undertake to de- 
cide. 

The Democratic party was determined 
to explode at least that portion of the plan 
of their opponents which involved a pre- 
sent non-committalism on the question of 
of a National Bank, and accordingly a 
resolution was reported to the House by 
the Committee of Ways and Means on 
the 25th September, analogous to that 
which had been brought forward in the 
Senate a few days previously, declaring 
that it was “ inexpedient to charter a na- 
tional bank,” ou which, on introducing 
it,the Yeas and Nays we re demanded by 
Mr. Cambrelene. “A motion to lay it on 
the table, by Mr. Everett, was lost by the 
vote of Yeas 89, Nays 122. (See Table, 
No. 26.) 

A very violent opposition was made to 
acting on the subject. It was denounced 
as a piece of parliaments ry chicanery, to 
entrap premature committé als of opinion, 
and also to overawe legislative inde pend- 
ence by Executive and party dictation. 
The Committee of Ways and Means 
was severely arraigned by Mr. Adams 
for bringing forward such a resolution, 
merely declaratory on a question of expe- 
diency without any reference to legislative 
action—and without having readin Com- 
mittee the petitions on the subject referred 
to them. It was replied, that the petitions 
were all of one common printed form, 
which had been circulated through the 
country for signature, and which had 
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doubtless been read half-a-dozen times by 
every member of the House, and that the 
charge was frivolous. It was a question 
which had been already debated to death, 
and every man was, or ouglit to be, at this 
day prepared with his opinion. ‘The set- 
tlement of this agitating question by a 
decisive vote was insisted upon to be a 
most important measure of relief to the 
present condition of the country ; and as it 
had been brought before them by the me- 
morials, it was the duty of the Committee 
of Ways and Means and of the House to 
meet it openly and frankly. ‘The subject 
was debated in the mornings till cut off 
by the Orders of the Day, through several 
days—Mr. Sergeant occupying the floor 
for three days—until the 5th October, when 
Mr. Cushman terminated it by the Pre- 
vious Question. The vote on ordering 
the Main Question was Yeas 101, Nays 
101, decided in the affirmative by the 
casting vote of the Speaker, (see 'l'able, 
No. 27,) and, that upon the adoption of 
the resolution was Yeas 123, Nays 91, 
( see Table, No. 28.) Several amendments 
were offered, during the course of debate ; 
one by Mr. Wise, similar to that of Mr. 
Clay in the treatment of the question in 
the Senate, as before related,* and two 
( by Messrs. Pope and Sherrod Williams ) 
substitute amendments, declaring that it 
was expedient and proper to charter a na- 
tional bank, with suitable improvements 
in its organization. They were, how- 
ever, cut off by the operation of the Pre- 
vious Question, so that no other vote was 
had than that on the Main Question of 
the original resolution. 


THE MISSISSIPPI ELECTION CASE. 

The question that was raised on the 
first day of the session, upon the validity 
of the right of the two Representatives 
from Mississippi, Messrs. Claiborne and 
Gholson, to their seats in the House, has 
been already noticed.t The subject was 
referred, on the 18th September, to the 
Committee on Elections, on 
Mr. Gholson; which made a detailed re- 
port on the 25th instant, accompanied 
with a resolution declaring the gentlemen 
entitled to their seats as ‘‘duly elected 
members of the 25th Congress.” An ef- 
fort was made on its introduction, by 
several members of the Opposition, to refer 
it to the Committee of the Whole, where 
of course it would be subject to a debate 
more protracted and wider in its range, 
than if considered in the House as part 
of the business of the morning hour. This 
was opposed, for the expense of time 
which it would cost, it being argued that 
it could receive an ample discussion in the 
House, as had been the case at the North 
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Carolina contested election, between New- 
land and Graham, at the last session. 
The latter view prevailed, and it was 
postponed to the 27th; when it was taken 
up and debated during the mornings of a 
week, the vote being taken on the 4th of 
October ; on which day, after an ineffec- 
tual attempt to lay it on the table, the re- 
solution was adopted, as reported by the 
Committee, by the vote of Yeas 118, Nays 
101, (see ‘Table, No. 29.) The question 
involved being a delicate one of legal and 
constitutional doctrine, this vote ( being 
nearly a strict party one ) presents one of 
the many instances so often seen, of the 
bias of opinions on judicial questions, by 
the prejudices and motives of party spirit, 
—the wish proving father to the thought. 
Neither party being able to see the side of 
the shield looked upon by the other, both, 
with an admirable unanimity, thought, 
spoke, and voted, on all points involved, 
simply according to their relative posi- 
tions in Opposition or in favor of the Ad- 
ministration. What, it may well be asked, 
becomes of the dignity and value of free, 
independent opinion, or what reliance can 
be placed on the moral authority of deci- 
sions and constitutional interpretations ? 

The material facts of the case were as 
follows: The law of the State of Missis- 
sippi prescribes a general election of vari- 
ous public functionaries, including the 
Representatives in Congress, biennially, 
on the first Monday of November. As 
the years ofthese biennial terms correspond 
with the Congressional terms, the conse- 
quence is that, the term of the former Con- 
gress having expired on the 3d March, an 
actual vacancy in the representation of 
the State exists from that period till the 
elections prescribed by the law, in Novem- 
ber. Heretofore no inconvenience has 
resulted from this state of things, there 
not having been any convocation of Con- 
gress before the usual period of assem- 
bling, in December. The Constitution 
of the United States prescribes that ‘‘ when 
vacancies happen in the representation 
from any State, the Executive authorit 
thereof shall issue writs of election to fill 
such vacancies.” In accordance with this 
authority and the duty considered to be 
prescribed by it, the Governor of Miss- 
issippi (of opposite party politics from 
those of the members claiming), on the 
convocation of the Extra Session, issued 
his writ for an election in July, in which the 
limitation was inserted, that it was only 
to fill the vacancy existing, until it should 
be superseded in November. 

Upon these premises three distinct 
grounds were taken: 

First, that the proclamation of the 
Governor for an election in anticipation 
of that prescribed by the Constitution and 
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laws of the State, was illegal, and there- 
fore the election illegal and void, the case 
not having occurred of the happening ofa 
vacancy as contemplated by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

Secondly, that such a case had occur- 
red, and that it was a valid election for 
the 25th Congress—without regard to the 
limitation made by the Governor, that 
functionary having no authority to make 
it. 

These were the two opposing extremes, 
and they were advocated, the former by 
Messrs. Maury, Harlan, Towns, Robert- 
son, Mason, of Ohio, Lincoln, and Hast- 
ings; and the latter by Messrs. Bucha- 
nan, Pennybacker, Bronson, Legare, 
Turney, Haynes, Howard, and Loomis, 
of N.Y. Amiddle ground was taken by 
Messrs. Slade, Tillinghast, and Adams, 
Viz: 

Thirdly, that the election was valid, to 
fill the vacancy existing, until the regular 
election prescribed by law, in November. 

In behalf of the first ground it was ar- 
gued, that the idea of fortuitous casualty 
was involved in the word “happen” as 
used in the passage of the Constitution 
referred to, and that a vacancy which re- 
sulted from the recular operation of the 
law, by the expiration of a former term 
of service, without provision by the law 
for immediately supplying it, could not 
be said to “ happen” in the constitutional 
sense, that being intended only to provide 
for unforeseen accident. That therefore, 
if the laws of the State were so defective as 
to permit the existence of a vacancy in its 
representation during such an interval, it 
had only to reform the law, and in the 
meantime submit to the inconvenience 
which was the consequence of its own 
fault. Mr. Maury, from the minority on 
the Committee of Elections, offered, in ac- 
cordance with this view, a substitute 
amendment declaring the election invalid, 
and the members claiming not entitled to 
their seats. 

This argument was thus repelled. The 
language of the Constitution was to be 
construed in a practical sense, according 
to the intention of the framers, and not 
with that metaphysical subtlety, which 
could educe any absurd results out of the 
ambiguities of language and the uncer- 
tainties of etymology. That the Consti- 
tution contemplated a perpetuity, or per- 
petual succession, in the Congressional re- 

resentation ; and by this provision it was 
intended to secure the rights of the people 
of every State against a vacancy on that 
floor, in whatever mode arising, whether 
by unforeseen casualty, or by defect in 
their own legislation on the subject of 
elections. That the word “ happen” does 
not necessarily imply unforeseen accident, 
but signifies ‘to come to pass,’ fully co- 
vering the present case, even without re- 
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course to that liberality of construction 
which might be claimed in behalf of the 
plain intent and spirit of the Constitution. 
The biennial Congressional term com- 
mences with the 4th of March of the odd 
years; a majority or quorum is by the 
laws and practice of the large States 
elected previously to that date; and there 
can be no question of the power of the 
President to convene an extra session at 
any early period thereafter ; in which case, 
if the defective legislation of the States on 
the subject of elections is to deprive them 
of their representation—this general pro- 
vision of the Constitution for the filling 
of vacancies, through the agency of the 
State Executives, to the contrary notwith- 
standine—the whole legislative action of 
the Federal Government could be admi- 
nistered by about one-third of the larger 
States, whose representatives, timely elect- 
ed in advance, would constitute a quo- 
rum !—an absurdity for which it would 
seem that no one, whether of the Federal 
or State-Richts school, could contend. 

As the question then lay between the 
second and third grounds, as stated above, 
it was contended in behalf of the latter, 
( which was not taken up till towards the 
close of the debate), that, while the Go- 
vernor was empowered and bound thus 
to take measures to fill the present va- 
cancy, he could not supersede and repeal 
the State law on the subject which ap- 
pointed the month of November for the 
election, but that the two ought to be re- 
conciled, by admitting the validity of the 
election for the extra session, according 
to the terms of the Governor’s proclama- 
tion, and allowing it to be superseded by 
the superior authority of the State law at 
the period of the regular elections. 

To this it was objected, that the Con- 
stitution prescribed biennial elections, be- 
ine an essential feature of the scheme of 
representation established by it; that a 
State could not divide its Congressional 
term into separate portions, whether by 
direct intent of law, or by the unforeseen 
operation of defective legislation. In 
either case the explicit terms and intent of 
the Constitution dictated clearly the su- 
preme law of the subject. That if the 
election was valid at all, it was an elec- 
tion to the 25th Congress, and not for any 
fraction of it. It was, moreover, stated as 
a fact, by one of the members claiming, 
Mr. Gholson, that the almost universal 
understanding and intention of the people 
of Mississippi, of both parties, at the time 
of the election, was, in accordance with 
this view, that it was for the whole term 
of the Congress, and not merely for the 
Extra Session. The latter or middle 
ground of opinion did not appear to find 
many friends, it being generally conceded, 
that it was either a complete and valid 
election for the whole Congress, or it was 
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none at all; as was proved by the fact 
that those who assumed and advocated it, 
did not attempt to introduce any proposi- 
tion or amendment to that effect. 


FLORIDA WAR INQUIRY. 

A very keen struggle of guerilla party 
warfare took place on a resolution on this 
subject introduced, early in the Session, 
by Mr. Wise. It was introduced on the 
19th Sept., and was continued every day, 
as the unfinished morning business, the 
question being on its reference, until it 
would be cut off by the Orders of the Day, 
up to the last day of the Session, with the 
exception of an interval including the pe- 
riod from the 25th Sept. tothe 5th of Oct. 
(devoted to the Mississippi: Election and 
the Resolution against a National Bank), 
and two days, 9th and 10th of October, 
given to a ‘i'exas debate on a motion to 
print documents. The desultory party 
and personal declamation arising out of 
it, was generally regarded as a most un- 
pardonable misappropriation of the time 
which should have been devoted to the 
important business before the House. The 
original resolution contemplated a Select 
Committee to be appointed by the House 
by ballot, and to sit during the recess; 
an amendment, by Mr. Glascock, pro- 
pos -d the appointment of the Committee, 
in the usual mode, by the Speaker; an- 
other by Mr. Howard, referred it to th: 
Committee on Military Affairs. Mr. 
McKay proposed to postpone the whole 
subject till the regular Session. The 
rener il ‘onduct of the Adm nistration, in 
the origin and progress of the war, was 
severely arraigned by the several Opposi- 
tion speakers, while itdid not lack able de- 
fenders. The principal speakers were: 
onthe one side, Messrs. Wise, Cushing, 
Bond, Adams, Reed, A. H. Shep- 
herd, and Williams, of N. C.;—and on 
the other, Messrs. Holsey, Glascock, 
Howard, Gholson, Loomis, of N. Y., and 
McKay. A considerable portion of the 
debate referred to the well-known scenes 
in the rooms of the Investigating Com- 
mittees of the last Session. Mr. Wise 
was unmeasured in the most insulting 
language applied to two members of the 
Committee of which he was Chairman, 
in particular—both of whom were absent 
from the present Congress. We refer to 
Mr. Mann, of N. Y., and Mr. D. J. 
Pearce, of R. I.; the principal actual 
charge being, that the report of the ma- 
jority was drawn up by the clerk of the 
Committee, instead of by the members 
themselves, the latter having furnished 
their notes and materials for the execu- 
tion of the task. It appeared that the re- 
port had not been revised by any of the 
majority at the time that it was read in 
the Committee ; when a general dissatis- 
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faction was expressed at some portions, 
which were altered accordingly. An un- 
pleasant personal passage occurred be- 
tween Messrs. Wise and Gholson, on 
one of the occasions of these highly exc 
ted debates (if to conflicting speeches of 
that desultory and irrelevant character 
the word can be applied). The former 
gentleman had dwelt, in a manner not 
calculated to be very pleasing to the 
friends of the Administration in the 
House, upon the attitude occupied by 
himself and his friend, Mr. Peyton, of 
Tenn. at that Session, as the champions 
before whose glorious boldness and pow- 
er in the exposure of corruption and abuse, 
the majority of the House had quailed 
and cowered,—adding an insulting per- 
sonal tone to the taunt, by the intimation 
that on several occasions the attempt had 
been made to meet them on the ground 
of personal accountability, which they 
were prepared for and d fied, but that the 
courage that prompted the attempt had 
been unable to advance beyond a certain 
line, however boldly it had scemed to 
march up to that line. This speech 
was particularly replied to by Mr. Ghol- 
son; who spoke with much severity of the 
scenes which had taken place in the Com- 
mittee on which those two gentlemen espe 





cially enacted the parts to which those re- 
marks referred, designating them without 


reserve, as disgraceful to the Committee, 
the House, and the country. Mr Wise, 
in reply, pronounced an animated eulo- 
gism on his absent friend, Mr. B. Pey- 
ton; and, concurring in the opinion that 
the scenes at that time enacted were dis- 
graceful (though only in reference to the 
course pursued by the majority of the Com- 
mittee and of the House),concluded by say- 
ing, that if the gentleman intended to ap- 
ply that expression to himself or his 
friend, or whenever the authorship of the 
disgrace of those scenes was charged 
upon them, he would say to the man who 
made the imputation, that ‘in his foul 
throat he lied’! Mr. Gholson disclaimed 
any personal allusion to Mr. Peyton, as 
being under the screen of absence; but 
said, that the gentleman might make a 
personal application of his remarks if he 
chose; repeating thet the scenes alluded 
to were disgraceful, but that he differed 
from the gentleman, and did not consider 
that that investigation threw any dis- 
grace upon the late Administration. The 
matter rested here, though it gave rise to 
a general opinion that a duel was inev- 
itable between the parties—a result 
which, happily forthe honor and dig- 
nity of the body, as well as for every 
other consideration, did not ensue. The 
public opinion was divided—according, 
ns it appeared, to the established divisions 
of party—on the question, upon which 
side the responsibility was incumbent, 





56 The Extra 


according to the principles of the ‘code 
of honor’, of challenging the other. We 
but record the facts, without assuming to 
express any other opinion, than satisfac- 
tion that the balance of the scales of opin- 
10n was considered to be so nicely poised, 
as to maintain the fortunate equilibrium 
of inaction on either side. We would 
willingly have omitted all mention of so 
unpleasant and discreditable an occur- 
rence; but as a striking event of the pe- 
riod, to characterize the spirit of the time, 
and as having its public point of view, 
in which it is not without importance, we 
have not felt at liberty to pass it by, nor— 
alluding to it at all—to notice it with less 
particularity than has been done. 

Throughout the course of the debate of 
this resolution, no opposition was made 
to any the fullest investigation of the sub- 
ject,—the friends ofthe Administration,ex- 
pressing themselves confident that it 
would pass through it as unscathed as it 
had done through the former ordeals of in- 
vestigation to which it had been of late 
subjected, through Congressional Com- 
mittees; while the chief burthen of the 
speeches made in Opposition, was, that 
the former Committees of Investigation 
had proved failures only because of the 
corrupt servility of the majority upon 
them, and in the House, in stifling that 
freedom of inquiry required by the mi- 
nority to bring out the evidence of the 
abuses charged by them against the Ad 
ministration. 

No vote was taken on the motions of 
reference, and after serving the purpose 
of party agitation, which, in the form in 
which the subject was brought forward, 
it was so well calculated to do, it was 
passed over to the Orders of the Day, on 
the last day of the Session, as far distant, 
apparently, from any practical decision as 
at its first introduction. 


THE TEXAS QUESTION. 

The subject of the annexation of Texas 
was incidentally before the House on two 
occasions during the course of the Session, 
—the first being on the introduction of 
resolutions of inquiry by Mr. Adams, 
calling for all the currespondence in re- 
lation to the present state of the question 
of the North Eastern Roundary,—the cor- 
respondence between our Government and 
that of Mexico on the Boundary Question, 
and in reference to any proposition for 
any cession of territory,—and any corres- 
pondence between our Government and 
that of Texas on the subject of annexa- 
tion. These resolutions were adopted 
(Sept. 13th) after a somewhat warm de- 
bate, which wandered far beyond the limits 
of order,—Mr. Adams taking the ground 
thus early and decidedly against the an- 
nexation of Texas, and stating his belief, 
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that a large portion of the people of the 
Union would prefer a dissolution of the 
Union, to such an annexation. Southern 
and Western gentlemen exhibited consid- 
erable sensitiveness on the subject ; and 
general indications appeared, that the 
question was to take the direction of one 
of sectional interests, between the free 
and the slave States. Several speakers de- 
precated any such treatment ofthe subject, 
yet Mr. Thompson, of 8. C., especially 
called attention to the point of view in 
which the question was presented by the 
distinguished gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, as one of union or disunion, ask- 
ing that the fact should be recorded in 
the memory, that that view of it origina- 
ted with the section of country and the 
opinions represented by that gentleman, 
and not from the opposite section and 
OpInLons. 

The various correspondence thus call- 
ed for, were duly communicated, on the 
2d October. That with the Government 
of Texas presented the fact, that sucha 
proposition had recently been made by 
it, but that our Government had declined 
to entertain it, on the ground of the spe- 
cific obligations incumbent on us, both by 
our treaties with Mexico, and our long 
established system of neutrality; all pre- 
sent possibility of even entertaining the 
consideration of the proposition being pre- 
cluded by the belligerent attitude still 
maintained towards ‘I'exas by Mexico. 

The second occasion on which the sub- 
ject came before the House, was on the 
9th and 10th of October, on a motion by 
Mr. Ellmore to print an extra number of 
such portions of the correspondence be- 
tween our Government and that of Mexi- 
co, which had been communicated, as re- 
lated to the question of annexation, the 
proposed extracts being specifically enu- 
merated. Ten thousand copies of the 
correspondence with the Government of 
Texas had been already ordered to be 
printed, and the object of this resolution 
was to extract the portions relevant to 
to this question, from the voluminous doc- 
uments relating only to the negotiations 
of a commercial treaty, and the question 
of the boundary line, with which they 
were now connected,—so as to spread full 
information before the people upon the 
question on which the important issue 
stated above had been thus presented to 
them. Mr. Adams objected strenuously 
to any other course than the publication 
of the entire correspondence, without se- 
lection or mutilation, the increased ex- 
pense being of no moment in comparison 
with the importance of full and complete 
information, and all the questions involv- 
ed in our negotiations with Mexico be- 
ing so connected, more or less directly, 
with each other, as to make it impossible 
thus to separate them without prejudice 
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to that object. His objection was strone’y 
support: d by Messrs. Biddle and Slade, 
and Mr. Elimore was finally induced to 
acct pt of a modification of his motion to 
print, in compliance with it, so as to in- 
clude the whole of the correspondence in 
question. No farther action on this sub- 
ject was had in the House, though the 
elements of such deep and strong section- 
al interest in it were sufficiently exhibited, 
to make the direction which it might 
take at the next Session, when a fierce 
struegle was to be foucht, a matter of an 
interest aS anxious as it intense. 
The enly occasion on which any vote 
was taken, was on the 13th Sept., shortly 
after the introduction of the resolutions 
of inquiry, the debate upon them threat- 
ening to run to lengths incompatible 
with the proper business of the Session; 
when, on a motion by Mr. Petrikin to 
lay the whole subject on the table, the 
vote stood, yeas 73, nays 149. (See Ta- 
ble, No. 30 ) 

It should here be added that Mr. Adams 
submitted a declaratory resolution, rela- 
ting to this subject, on the 9th Sept., 
which, however, he simply moved to lie 
on the table and be printed, without any 
attempt to bring it up for discussion. It 
was in the following terms: “‘ That the 
power of annexing the people of any in- 
dependent foreign State to this Union, is 
a power not delegated by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States to their Con- 
gress, nor to any department of their Go- 
vernment, but reserved to the people.” 


Vas 


MISCELLANEOUS, 

The Warehousing System Bili, and 
the District Currency Bill, which, as 
has been before mentioned, were reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means 
on the 18th Sept., were never acted upon 
by the House, its whole time being con- 
sumed by the vehement debates which 
arose out of the more important subjects 
before it. The Senate bills on these sub- 
jects were received on the 12th Oct., but 
no action was had upon them, the former 
being merely alae to the Committee of 
the Whole, and the latter, on a slight de- 
bate arising upon the question of refer- 
ence to the Committee on the District, 
being laid upon the table. 

The New York Fire Bill, from the 
Senate, was reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means without amendment 
on the 30th Sept., and on motion of Mr. 
Cambreleng was taken up on the even- 
ing of the 14th Oct., with an earnest ap- 
peal to the House to pass tt, in which he 
was supported by Mr. Hoffman and Mr. 
Phillips, as it had undergone a thorough 
debate at the last Session. It had been 
plainly impossible to get it up before, with 
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any chance of success, from the deter- 
mined hostility to the measure which was 
known to exist on the part of a considera- 
ble proportion of the House. It was im- 
mediately opposed by Messrs. Whittle- 
sey, of O., Underwood, and Thompson, 
of 8. C., the latter gentleman with pecu- 
liar vehemence declarine his determina- 
tion to defeat it. As debate upon the 
subject at this Session was manifestly 
impossibl », the House was compelled to 
pass the bill over. Ata later hour of the 
night, Mr. Cambreleng again renewed 
the attempt to get the bill through, but 
with no better success. 


The subject of a bankruptcy law, sug- 
gested in the President’s Message, was 
postponed, in a similar manner as in the 
Senate, as related above, for more deliber- 
ate consideration at the regular Session. 





An immense number of petitions and 
memorials against the annexation of 
Tecas, and a smaller number against 
slavery, were presented, which all of 
course fell under the operation of the reso- 
lution adopted at the opening of the Ses- 
sion, postponing the consideration of all 
other subjects than those for which it had 
been specially convened. 





A number of resolutions of inquiry, were 
adopted calling on the Executive depart- 
ment for statistical information of va- 
rious kinds, which are not deemed of suffi- 
cient importance to require more par- 
ticular notice here. 

At an early day of the Session, the an- 
nouncement was made tothe Senate by Mr. 
White, and to the House by Mr. Bell, of 
the death of the Hon. James Slandefer, a 
member elect to the latter body, from 
Tennessee, to whose worth in all the re- 
lations of life, both public and private, a 
handsome tribute was paid by his col- 
league, Mr. Bell,—the usual resolution of 
mourning for thirty days being adopted 
by both Houses. His place was supplied 
by a special election, at which Mr. Stone 
was elected, who had not arrived in 
Washington till the 6th of October. 

The subject of the mode of payment of 
the members of Congress was made a to- 
pic of party debate in the House, on seve- 
ral occasions, in such a spirit as to de- 
mand a passing notice of it as a fact. It 
arose out of a letter addressed by the Sec- 
retary ofthe Treasury to the Sergeant-at- 
Arms of the House, informing him that he 
was prepared to pay the salaries of mem- 
bers in specie, city bank notes, or drafts 
on the local collectors and receivers, at 
their option. This was made the sub- 
ject of a violent denunciation, by Mr. 
Biddle, at the opening of the Session, as 


g* 
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an abominalle distinction in favor of one 
class of public creditors over others, and 
as intended to exert a corrupt influence 
over the minds of members of Sa 
and he subsequently intreduced a resolu- 
tion having for its declared object, to sub- 
ject to legislative res triction the discre- 
tion: wy power now exercised by the Sec- 
retary in respect to the modes of payment 
to the publie creditors. ‘This course was 
much complained of, as being solely de- 
signed for party excitement and irritation. 
A motion to suspend the rules to enable 
him to offer this resolution was lost by 
Yeas 82. N: ys 106. (See Table, No. 31.) 
Again on the last night of the Session, at 
a late hour, two hours were consumed, 
chiefly by Messrs. Wise, and Johnson, 
of Ma ryli und, in ne and scornful 
comments on the fact alleged by them, 

that this promise of option to the members 
was not kept, the cold which had at first 

been at the command of members being 
exhausted, and paper alone being now 
paid to Y mn. It was replied to, by the 
simple fact, that though the gold was ex- 
hausted, the specie, Which had been the 
language of the promise in question, was 
not, and that silver wasstill at the service 
of all who desired it. We refer to this 
trifling nratter, only as illustrative of that 
which is, perhaps, more material to his- 
tory than mere naked fact, namely, the 
spirit of the time, and the embittered na- 
ture and tone of the opposition with 
which the Administration had to contend 
at every step, not less in trifles than on 
questions ¢ f graver im} ort. Simply 
statine the | e facts, we leave the 
motives of men and parties to be measured 
as patriotic and honorable, or as parti- 
san and unworthy, according to the re- 
spective views of different readers. 





THE ADJOURNMENT. 

The Congress adjourned on the morn- 
ing of Monday, 16th Oct., having been 
in Session exactly six weeks. On a sub- 
sequent page will be found the total re- 
sult, in the business of legislation, of this 
short, but excited and interesting, Session. 
A liberal disposition was manifested to 
extend indulgence to the different interests 
indebted to the Government; but it is 
apparent that the most important object, 
that ofsettling the uncertain and agitated 
condition of the public mind, was not ac- 
complished, excepting in so far as the 
question of a National Bank was concern- 
ed. Themost effectual prov ision possib “4 as 
it would seem, under the difficult cireum- 
stances of the case, forthe necessities of 
the public Treasury, was adopted. But 
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the question of the future system to be es- 
tablished for the administration of the 
revenue, was as has been seen, only post- 
poned till the regular Session. Much 
progress, however, had been made in 
that discussion which must necessarily 
precede its settlement; and though it had 
had the effect of exciting warm feelings, 
and bringing out strongly drawn lines of 
opinion on the important questions at 
issue, on all sides, yet on the whole the 
Administration party appeared well sat- 
isfied with the results of the Session, and 
the ground gained by the new views 
whi th had been brought before the cc un- 
try by the President’s Message. The 
Op position, on the other hand, were no 
less ple ased at their success in defeating 
the present passage of the main measure 
of the system brought forward by their an- 
tagonists; and appeared sangu 
ing able to arrest the farther advance of 
the new reform polite y of the Administra- 
tion. Both parties may a. said to have 
encamped on the field of battle, though 
the Fourth  Instalme = Postponement 
3ill, the National Bank Resolution, (in 
dependently of the course of the debate 
on the Divorce Bill) were certainly im- 
portant positions gained, in advance of 
the relative grounds occupied | y the two 
at the commencement of the struvele. 
Both forces di w off for a brief interval 
of truce, with every indication that on the 
reassemt ling of Congress, the engage- 
ment to be renewed would be prosecuted 
with no less earnestness than had mark- 


ine of be- 





ed the first stare of the contest. The 
Conservative ground was not materially 
changed, though it seemed ld with 


much less determination than at the com- 
mencement of the Session. Its difficulty 
and ee nt may be said to have 
increased, the evidence afforded by the 
Session “> it no middl e position was tena- 
ble between the conflicting extremes,—the 
Opposition being so compl. tely identified 
with the question of a National Bank, as 
to make a continued alliance with them 
impossible, without the entire recantation 
of all their party creed so is r maintain- 
ed by them. The overture was held 
out by them, of a return to their former 
position in the Administration ranks, if 
the concession should be made of a com- 
promise on the ground of a scheme of 
special depestte in banks. What exact 
combinations the next Session might wit- 
ness, none could prophecy, as every thing 
was left in suspense and confusion by the 
sudden breaking up of Coneress imme- 
diately after the arrest of the Divorce 
Bill by its being laid on the table of the 
House. 








UMMARY ABSTRACT 


UF 


THE ACTS 


1. An Act to postpene the fourth instal- 
ment of deposite with the States, — 

Directs the postpone ment of the trans- 
fers of the said d posites, till Jam ary Ist, 
1839, with the previso, that the 
instalments already shail re- 
main on deposite ‘with th until 
otherwise directed by Cons Ap- 
proved, Oct. 2, 1837. 

2 An Act to autherize the 
Treasury Not's— 

Sec.1. Authorize: 


thre e 
transferred 


States, 





ress.— 


issue of 
; the President of U 
S. to cause such notes to be issued, to 
mect the exige the Government, 
within the limit of $10,000,000, of de- 
nominations not less than $50. 

Sec. 2. Makes them redeemable at the 
Treasury in a year from their respective 
dates; bearing, during that period t and no 
loner, an interest to be fixed at the dis- 
cretion of the Executive on each issue of 


said notes, and expressed on their face, 


e 
wes al 


’ 


within the limit of six per cent. per an- 
num; the reimbursement to include prin- 
cipal and the proportionate interest due 


at the time of presentation,—the public 
faith being pledged for the same. 

Sec. a: _— he notes to be pr vared under 
the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, signed and countersigned by 
the Treasurer and Register, those officers 
checking each other by accurate records, 
kept separate ly, of the notes signed and 
redeemed; being authorized to employ 






four additional clerks if necessary, at 
salaries not exceeding $1200 per an- 
num. 

Sec.4. Authorizes the Executive to 
issue said notes to such public creditors 
as may choose to receive them at par; 
also to borrow, from time to time, not un- 
der par, on the credit of such notes 

5. Makes them transferable by 


delivery and assignment endorsed, by the 
person to whose order made payable on 
their _ 

S . Makes the mre 
public dues credit bein 
proportion of interes: d 
payine nt. 


eivable for all 
civen the 
i2cn the day of 


for 


Sec. 7. Provides that any person pay- 
ing Treasury notes into the hands of any 


public office: shall give duplicate certifi- 
cates ofthe number and re spectiv ‘amounts 
of principal and interest of eac} 1; and 
such officer, on », Shall 





payment of th 
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incipal and in- 
receipt of 
subse- 


receive credit for the } 
terest due at the time of his 
them, and shail be charged for the 
quent interest accruing upon them up to 
the date of such payment by him. 

Sec. 8. Authorizes Secretary of 
the Treasury to redeem the notes or pur- 
chase them at any time, at par, allowing 
for the proportionate interest due. 


the 


Sec. 9. Appropriates a sum not ex- 
ceeding $20,000 for the « enya s incident 
to the issue of such notes. 

Sec’s. 10 and 11. ientde penalties for 


counterfeiting or forging, and pub oe hing, 
or possessing with such intent, &c.—de- 

h the cheuian nt of 
not less than 
and fine 





claring it felony, w 
imprisonment, at ad labor, 
three, not than ten, years, 
not exceeding $5000. 


more 


Sec. 12. Authorizes the Secretary ofthe 
Treasury to issue all such 1 rnlations to 
the public officers and positories, in re- 
lation to the safe keepmg, disposition, 

\ 


said notes, 
with the pro- 
when returned 
ssued, but shall 


return aad taaedineel ts as 
may seem to him proper— 
visothat none of the notes 

to the Treasury shall be rei 
be cance lled. 

Sec. 13. Directs a month 
be published of the amount issu 
deemed: and limits the power of 
them to 3lst December, 1838— Approved, 


Oct. 12, 1837 


y statement to 
d and re- 
issuing 





An Acr to regulate the fees of dis- 
trict attorneys in certain cases—enacts 
that in all cases of the extension or renew- 


a! of bonds given for duties, according 
to such directions as may be given by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, it shall be 
done by ‘the re spective collectors, subject 





char: ve able 
én- 


than the fe 
il bond, upon the 


to no other charge 
on taking an origin 
try of merchandize. 

"Sec. 2. Nor shall any fee be charged by 
any district attorney on any bond left for 
collection, nor for any s lit commenced on 


a bond renewable by law, if application 
for renewal be made within twenty 


days from the maturity of such bond.— 
Approved, Oct. 12th, 1837 

4. AN to continue in force certain 
laws to the Session of 
Congress—extends all acts, or provisions 
of law, made by their terms to expire at 


Act 


close of the next 
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the termination of the Ist Session of the 
25th Congress, to the close of the Session 
commencing on the first Monday in De- 
cember, 1837.—Approved, Oct. 12th 
1837. 

5. An Act to amend anact entitled “an 
act to provide for the payment of horses 
lost and destroyed in the military service 
of the United Slates, approved Janua ry 
18th, 1837”—enacts that horses or their 
equipments turned over by the owner to 
the service of the U.S. by order of any 
commanding officer, shall be paid for, on 
presentation of the claim to the War De- 
partment; the provision being extended 
tomules; and to the case of personsdying 
in the service, their horses and equipments 
being turned over to the public service, 
and not paid for, nor restored to the rep- 
resentatives of such persons.—Approved, 
Oct. 14th, 1837. 

6. An Act making further appropria- 
tions for the year 1837—appropriates for 
pay and mileage of members of Con- 
gress $248,500. For contingent expenses 
of the Senate, $30,000 ;—ditto of the H 
R., $50,000. 

For additional contingent expenses of 
the Navy, as enumerated in the act of 
3d March last, $120,000. 

For relief and protection of American 
seamen in foreign countries, $10,000. 

For expenses of the prosecution of the 
claim to the Smithsonian legacy in Lon- 
don, $5,000. 

For contingent expenses in the office 
of the Treasurer, $500. 

For cost of documents ordered by the 
Senate by resolutions of 2d July, 1836, 
and 25th February, and 2d March, 1837, 
$25,000. 

Sec. 2. Authorizes the payment, out of 
the Treasury, of debentures, or other 
charges made by law payable out of the 
accruing revenue before it is transferred 
to the credit of the Treasury, if the reve- 
nue in the hands of the collecting and re- 
ceiving officers be not sufficient for the 
purpose. 

Sec. 3. Authorizes the reception at par 
for public dues of any outstanding trans- 
fer drafis givento transfer moneys to the 
States under the Deposite Act of 23d 
June, 1836, and not paid by the deposito- 
ries nor otherwise settled—no allowance 
being made for any interest or damages 
whatever.—Approved, Oct. 16th, 1837. 





7. An Acr making additional appropri- 
ations for the suppression of Indian hostili- 
ties for 1837—appropriates the further 
sum of $1,600,000 for that purpose.—Ap- 
proved, Oct. 16th, 1837. 





8. An Act authorizing a further post- 
ponement of payment on duty bonds— 
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authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury 
to extend an additional credit of nine 
months on all bonds for duties now out- 
standing, under the same terms, as to in- 
terest and additional security, as pre- 
scribed by the Dep't to the extension of 
revenue bonds since May last. 

Sec. 2. Allows a credit of three and 
six months on the duty on merchandize, 
payable in cash by the existing laws, 
which may be imported on or before the 
Ist November next, in two equal instal- 
ments, with interest at 6 per cent. 

Sec. 3. Relieves the parties to post- 
poned bonds from their disqualification, 
under the existing laws, to be parties to 
other bonds, provided the security and 
responsibility of the parties be entirely 
satisfactory in all respects. 

Sec. 4. Repeals all prior provisions of 
law inconsistent with this act, during the 
period of its contimuance.—Approved, 
Oct. 16th, 1837. 

9. An Act for adjusting the remaining 
claims on the late deposite banks—author- 
izes the Secretary of the Treasury to con- 
tinue to withdraw the public moneys re- 
maining in any of the former deposite 
banks, in a manner as gradual and con- 
venient to such institutions as consistent 
with the wants of the Government; no ad- 
ditional interest being required of any 
bank which has met and shall hereafter 
meet the requisitions of the Dep’t; the 
provision applying to moneys standing 
to the credit of disbursing or any other 
public officers as well as of the Treasurer. 

Sec, 2. In case of non-compliance by 
said banks with the requisitions of the 
Department, suits shall be instituted, 
where it has not already been done, to re- 
cover the amounts due the U. S.—mless 
the defaulting bank shall give bond, with 
security approved by the Solicitor of 
Treasury, to pay the whole amount due, 
in three instalments, on Ist July, 1838, 
Ist Jan., 39, and Ist July, 39; with in- 
terest at 6 per cent. from date of such de- 
fault to answer the requisitionsof the De- 
partment, and with all damages accruing 
tothe U. S. from its failure to fulfil its 
obligations to the public Treasury.— 
Approved, Oct. 16th, 1837. 


10. An Act forthe relief of D. P. Madt+t- 
son—allows Mrs. Madison the copyright, 
in foreign countries, of the papers of her 
late husband purchased by Congress, and 
the proceeds of any such publication of 
the same already authorized by her—Ap- 
proved, Oct. 14, 1837. 

A Resoiution directing the postage 
onall letters sent by the Express Mailto be 
paidin advance—directs the P. M. Gene- 
ral to that effect. 


1838. } 


LIST OF QUESTIONS VOTED BY YEAS 


( The Numbers corresponding to those of the subjoined T 


No. 1. Sept. 6th. Motion to lay on the 
Table Mr. Bronson’s proposition to sus- 


pend the ballotting for Printer till the 
third Monday of September. See page 11. 
No. 2. Sept. 6th. itotion: to lay on the 


table Mr. Boon’ $ preposition to make the 
election of Printer viva voce, instead of 
by ballot. See page 11. 

No. 3. Sept. 28th. Motion for the Pre- 
vious Question, by Mr. Cushman, on the 
third reading of the oa Instalment 
Postponement Bill. § > page 44. 

No. 4. Se »pt. 28th. tia stion on the third 
reading of the Fourth Instalment Post- 
ponement Bill. See page 44. 

No. 5. Sept. 29th. Motion, by Mr. 
Pickens, to reconsider the preceding vote. 
See page 45. 

No. 6. Sept. 29th. 
Adams’ amendment to the Fourth Instal- 
ment Postponement Bill. See page 45. 

No. 7. Sept. 29. Motion by Mr. Wil- 
liams, of N. C., to lay on the table the 
en Instalment Postponement Bill. 

e page 45. 

one g. Sept. 29th. Motion by Mr. Bell 
to recommit the Fourth Instalment Bill, 
with certain instructions. See page 45. 

No. 9. Sept 29th. Question on Mr. 
Pickens’ amendment to the Fourth In- 
stalment Postponement Bill. See page 45. 

No. 10. Sept. 29th. Question on the 
third reading of the Fourth Instalment 
Postponement Bill, as thus amended. 
See pace 45. 

No. 11. Oct. 6th. Question on Mr. Un- 
derwood’s substitute amendment to the 
Treasurv Notes Bill. See page 49. 

No. 12. Oct. 7th. Question on Mr. 
Rhett’s amendment to the Treasury 
Notes Bill. See page 49. 

No. 13. Oct. 7th. Motion, by Mr. Rhett, 
to reconsider the vote on Mr Under- 
wood’s amendment to the Treasury Notes 
Bill. See page 49. 

No. 14. Oct. 7th. 
Wise’s amendment to 
Notes Bill. See page 49. 

No. 15. Oct. Hh. Question on Mr. Un- 


Question en Mr. 


Question on Mr. 
the Treasury 


derwood’s second amendment to the 
Treasury Notes Bill. See page 49. 
No. 16. Oct. 9th. Question on Mr. 


Robertson’s first amendmentto the Treas- 
ury Notes Bill. See page 49. 
No. 17. Oct. 9th Question on Mr. 


6] 
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‘able.) 
Robertson’s second amendment to the 
Treasury Notes Bill. See page 49. 

No. 18. Oct. 9th. Question on Mr. 
Southcate’s first amendment te the Treas- 
ury Note Ss Bill. See page 19. 

No. 19. Oct. 9th. Question on Mr. 
Southgate’s second amendment to the 
Treasury Notes Bill. See page 49. 

No. 20. Qct. 9th. Question on Mr. 


Mercer’s amendment to the 
Notes Bill. See page 59. 


Treasury 


No. 21. Oct. 9th. Question on Mr. Le- 
gare’s amendment to the Tre asury Notes 
Bill. See page 49. 

No. 22. Oct. 9th. Question on gene 
ral concurrence with the amendments to 
the Treasury Notes Bill. See page 49. 

No. 23. Oct. Sth. Question on the 
third reading of the Treasury Notes Bill. 
See page 49 . 

No. 24. Oct. 14th. Question on Mr. 


Clark’s motion to lay on the Table the 
Divorce Bill. See page 50. 

No. 25. Oct. I6th. (Question on 
agreement to the Senate’s amendment to 
the Deposite Bank Settlement Bill. See 
page 51. 

No. 26. Sept. 25th. Motion, by Mr 
Everett, to lay on the table the Resolu- 
tion against a National Bank. See 
page 52. 

No. 27. Oct. 5. Motion for the Previous 
Question, by Mr. Cushman, on the Re- 


solution against a National Bank, ques- 
tion on ordering the main question to be 
now put. See page 53. 

No. 28. Oct. 5. Question on the adopt- 
tion of the Resolution against a National 
Bank. See page 53. 

No. 29. Oct. 4th. Question on the Re- 
solution reported by the Committee on 


E lections in the Mississippi Election case. 
See page 53. 
No. 30. Sept. 13th. Motion by Mr. 


Petrikin to lay on the table Mr. Adams’ 
resolution respecting Mexico and Texas. 
See page 57. 

No. 31. Sept. Motion, by Mr. 
Biddle, to suspend the Rules to permit 
the introduction of his Resolution on the 
subject of specie payments by the Treas- 
ury Department. See page 58. 

No. 32. Sept. 5. Question on printing 
20,000, instead of 10,000, copies of the 
President’s Message. See page 3. 


27th. 
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MONTHLY LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





ANNUALS. 

Swords’ Pocket Almanac, Church- 
man’s Calendar, and Ecclesiastical Re- 
gister, for the year of our Lord 1838. 
New York—Swords, Stanford & Co. 
18mo. 


The Boston Almanac, 
1838, published annually. 
N. Dickinson, 18mo. pp. 103. 

Walton’s Vermont Register, for the 
year 1838. The Astronomical Calcula- 
tions, by Zadock Thompson, A. M. 
Montpelier —E. P. Walton & Son, 18mo. 
pp. 132. 


for the year 
Boston—S. 


EDUCATION. 

Practical Elocution, or a system of vo- 
cal gymnastics, comprising diagrams, il- 
lustrative of the subject, and exercises, 
designed for the promotion of health; the 
eure of stammering and improvement in 
reading and speaking, by Andrew Com- 
stock, M. D., second edition. Philadel- 
phia—Kay & Brother. 

An Appeal to Parents for Female Edu- 
cation on Christian Principles, with a 
prospectus of St. Mary’s Hall, Green- 
bank, Burlington, New Jersey. Bur- 
lington—J. Powell. 


—— 


A Lecture on Popular Education, by 
Philip Lindsley, D. D., President of the 
University of Nashville. Nashville— 
S. Nye & Co., 12mo. pp. 38. 





The Mount Vernon Reader; a course 
of reading sermons, selected with refer- 
ence to their moral influence on the hearts 
and lives of the young, designed for junior 
classes, by the Messrs. Abbotts. Boston— 
T. H. Carter, 18 mo. pp. 162. 

JUVENILE WORKS. 

Rollo at Work, or the way for a boy 
to learn to be industrious, by the author 
of “Rollo learning to Read,” and 





“Learning to Talk.” Boston—T. H. 
Carter, 18mo. pp. 191. 

Rollo at Play, or Safe Amusements, 
by the learning to 
Read,” and “ Learning totalk.” Boston— 


T.H. Carter, l8mo. pp. 191. 


author of “ Rollo 


illus- 
with 


Interesting Stories for Children, 
trating some of the commandments, 
engravings. Boston—S. G. Simpkins 
18mo. pp. 102. 


a lady. Am- 


». 96. 


Stories about London, by 
herst—J. 8. & C. Adams, l6mo. py 
Constance Latimer, or the Blind Girl, 
with other tales, by Mrs. Emma C. Em- 
bury ; the benefit of the 
New York Institution, for the instruction 
of the blind. New York—Harper & 
Brothers, 18mo. pp. 119. 
LAW. 


A Treaty on Usury and Usury Laws, 


published for 


by John A. Bolles, Couns llor at Law. 
Boston—James Monroe, & Co. 18mo. 
pp. 75. 

A Treatise on the Law of Evidence in 


the Courts of Equity, by Richard New- 
combe Gresly, Esq., Barrester at Law. 
Philadelphia—Nicklin & Johnson. 

A General View of the Origin and Na- 
ture of the Constitution and Government 
of the United , deduced from the 
political history and condition of the colo- 
acts in 


States 


nies and States, and their public 
Congress and conventions from 1774, 
till 1788, together with their exposition by 
the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in relation to 
such provisions of the Constitvtion as im- 
pose restraints on the powers of the States. 


Philadelphia—John C. Clark, 8vo. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


and rules of construction 


A Love Token for Children, designed 
for Sunday School Libraries, by the 


1838. ] 


«uthor of “ Live and lect live,” etc., ete. 
New York—Harper & Brothers, 18mo. 
pp. 142. 

Adversity a Blessing, a narrative 
founded on fact, by a lady. New York— 
pablished by the General Protestant 
Episcopal Sunday School Union, 18mo. 

Reflections upon the present state of 
the Currency in the United States. Bos- 
vo. pp. d4. 


ton—Ezra Lincoln, & 

Further Reflections upon the State of 
the Currency in the United States, by C. 
F. Adams. Boston—Wnm. D. Ticknor, 
Svo. pp. 48. 

Selections from the Court Reports, ori- 
ginally published inthe Boston Morning 
Post, from 1834 to 1837; arranged and 
revised by the Leporte rof the Post. Bos- 
ton--Otis, Broaders & Co., 18mo. pp 
orn.) 

25:2 


Woman as Rev. 
Hubbard Winslow—also, Woman in her 
social and Domestic Character, hy Mrs. 
John Sandford. Boston—T. H. Carter. 


Philadelphia—H. Perkins, l2mo. pp. 173. 


he should be, by the I 


A new Tribute to the Memory of John 
Brainard Taylor. New York—Jolhn 8. 
Taylor, 12mo. pp. 440. 

NEW PERIODICALS. 

The Medical Examine r, devoted to 
medicine, surgery, and the collateral 
sciences, edited by J. B. Biddle, M. D., 
and M. Clymer. M. D. Philadelphia, 
semi-monthly, 8vo. pp. 16. 

Clark’s New England Bank Note List, 
and Counterfeit Detector. Boston— Jo- 


seph W. Clark, monthly, 8vo. pp. 16. 


The Family Visitor and Academical 
Register, by John Hayward, author of the 
Columbian Traveller, Religious Creeds, 
&c.,&c. Boston—Weeks, Jordan & Co., 
quarterly, 12mo. pp. 48 

South-Western Journal; a Magazine 
of sciences, Literature and Miscellany, 
vublished semi-monthly, by the Jefferson 


Monthly List of New Publications. 
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College and Washington 
Natchez, (Miss.)—Horace N. 
8vo. pp. 16. 
NOVELS AND TALES. 
The Clock-Maker, or Sayings and 
Doings of Samuel Slick, of Slickville. 
Philadelphia—Carey, Lea & Blanchard, 


12mo. pp. 


Lycewn. 
Holton, 





Recollections of a Southern Matron, by 
Caroline Gilman, author of “ Recollee- 
tions of a New England Housekeeper.” 
New York—Harper & Brothers, 12mo. 
pp. 272. 

Th 
by the author of “ Three Experiments 
of Living,” ete. ete. Boston—Whipple 
& Damrell. New York—Scofield & 


Voorhies. 


Contrast, or modes of Education; 


The Apprentice, containing examples 
and warnings. Boston—James B. Daw, 
Smo. 

Joanna of Naples, by the author of 
‘* Miriam. Boston—Hilliard, Gray & 
Co., L2mo. pp. 213. 

Vorth a Million; from real 
life, part V. New York—Samual Col 
man. Boston—Weeks, Jordan & Co. 
18mo. pp. 144. 


Stories 





Yankee Notions; a medley, by Timo. 
Titterwell, Esq. “ Justa bit of cold beef, 
a slice of bread and ale; walk in gentle 
Boston—Otis, Broaders & Co. 
16mo. pp. 256. 

ORATIONS AND ADDRESSES. 

The Introductory Discourse and the 
Lectures delivered before the American 
Institute of Instruction, at Worcester, 
(Mass.,) August, 1837; including the 
journal of proceedings, and a list of the 
officers, published under the direction of 
the board of censors. Boston—James 
Monroe & Co. 8vo. pp. 263. 


men.” 


Address delivered before the College 
of Teachers, on the moral dignity of the 
office of the professional teacher; by 
Samuel Eells. Cincinnati, 8vo. pp. 24. 





Introductory address to the Students 
in Medicine of the College of Physicians 





72 


and Surgeons of the University of the 
State of New York; delivered November 
7, 1837, by Edward Delafield, M. D., 
Professor, &c. New York—Published by 
the Students. 

On the Sense of Touch, or Physiology 
and Philosophy, opposed to Materialism 
and Atheism; being an introductory dis- 
course delivered on the 6th day of No- 
vember, 1837, on the opening of the new 
College, in Crosby street, by J. Augus- 
tine Smith, M.D. New York—W. E. 
Dean. 

POLITICS AND POLITICAL FCONOMY. 

Principles of Political Eeonomy—Part 
the first, of the laws of the productive and 
division of wealth; by H. C. Carey, 
author of an essay on the Rates of Wages. 
Philadelphia—Carey, Lea & Blanchard, 
8vo. pp. 342. 

New System of Paper Money; by a 
citizen of Boston. R. 
Butts, 8vo. pp. 20. 

THEOLOGY AND SERMONS. 

Advent—A Mystery; by Author 
Cleveland Cox. New York—John 8. 
Taylor, 12mo. pp. is2. 


Boston—Isaac 


Musings of a Recluse; by John B. 
Derby. Boston—Printed and published 
for the author, 18mo. pp. 180. 





Principles of Interpreting the Prophe- 
cies ; briefly illustrated and applied, with 
notes, by Henry Jones. Andover. Gould, 
& Newman. 





Religious Dissensions ; their cause and 
cure, by Pharcellus Church. New York— 
Gould & Newman, Amherst—J. 8. & C. 
Adams, 12 mo. pp. 400. 





The Right of the Eastern Diocess to 
elect an assistant Bishop. Cambridge— 
Folsam, Wells, & Thurston. 





A Discourse delivered at Walpole, (N. 
H.) October 31, 1837, before the Sunday 
School Association, in connection with 
the Cheshire Pastoral Association, by 
Ariel A. Livermore. Published by re- 


quest—Keene, John Prentiss, 12mo pp. 24. 
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A Sermon preached at the Ordination 
of the Rev. John T. Sargent, as minister 
at large, in Boston on the evening of Oc- 
tober 29th, 1837; by F. W. P. Green- 
wood, Minister of King’s Chapel. Bos- 
ton—Weeks, Jordan & Co., 8vo. pp. 32. 

The Primacy ofthe Apostolic See, and 
the Authority of General Councils vindi- 
cated—In a series of letters addressed to 
the Rt. Rev. J. H. Hopkins, D. D. 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Vermont; by the Rt. Rev. 
Francis Patrick Kenrick, D. D., Bishop 
of Arath, and coadjutor of the Bishop of 
Philadelphia. Philadelphia—James Ray, 
Jr., and Brother. Pittsburgh—John J. 
Ray & Co., 12mo. pp. 359. 





Rejoice with Trembling—A discourse 
delivered in Bowdoin street Church, 
Boston, on the day of annual thanksgiv- 
ing, November 30th, 1837; by Hubbard 
Winslow. Boston—Perkins & Marain. 


Death and Heaven; a sermon preach- 
ed at Newark, at the interment of the 
Rev. Edward D. Griffin, D. D., Novem- 
ber 10th, 1837; by Gardiner Spring 
New York—John 8S. Taylor, 8vo pp. 40. 

Academical Lectures on the Jewish 
Scriptures and Antiquities; by John 
Gorham Palfrey, D. D., Professor of 
Biblical Literature, in the University of 
Cambridge, Vol.I. The last four books 
ofthe Pentateuch. Boston—James Mon- 
roe & Co. New York—C. 8. Francis, 
8vo. pp. 511. 

AMERICAN EDITIONS OF FOREIGN 
WORKS. 

Pretension; by Sarah Stickney, author 
of “Poetry of Life.” Philadelphia—E. 
L. Carey & A. Hart, pp. 248 and 203. 

Gentleman Jack; a Moral Essay, by 
the author of ‘‘Cavendish.” Philadel- 
phia—E. L. Carey & A Hart, 12mo. pp. 
248 and 232. 

Adventures during a Journey over land 
to India, by way of Egypt, Syria and the 
Holy Land; by Major Skinner, author 
of “ Excursions in India;” first American 
edition. Philadelphia--Adam Waldie, 
12mo. pp. 359. 





